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1
 This handbook belongs to:
 Address
 Name
 Phone Homeroom
 FORWARD
 The student-parent/guardian handbook provides a ready reference of information to the students and parents/guardians of Bethel Park High School in order to give them an understanding of the daily operations of the school. It is essential that all students and parents/guardians read and understand this information.
 Every Bethel Park student is expected to demonstrate positive self-esteem, responsible behavior, commitment to family and community, attainable expectations, and the perseverance to achieve these expectations through honest endeavors to reach his/her maximum potential. Students should
 • respect self, others, and the physical environment.• accept responsibility for behavior.• develop self motivation.• act with honesty and integrity.• be flexible and tolerant.• exhibit a positive attitude and a sense of humor.• strive for excellence.
 Bethel Park School District Mission Statement: To lead an educational partnership with the community maintaining an environment that challenges all students to reach their potential as lifelong learners and responsible members of society.
 Bethel Park High School
 Student/Parent
 2013-2014Handbook
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2
 2013 - 2014 Bethel Park High School
 Calendar of Events
 Snow make up days: January 21, February 18, March 28, and April 1
 Board Approved 3/20/12
 (Calendar subject to revision by School Board at any time.)
 S M T W H F S
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30
 2 School Closed - Labor Day 3 First Day for Students 27 Homecoming
 SEPTEMBER 2013 S M T W H F S
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31
 14 School Closed - Teacher Inservice
 OCTOBER 2013
 S M T W H F S
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30
 4 First Grading Period Ends 5 School Closed - Records Day/ Election Day 6 Second Grading Period Begins 11-12 School Closed - Inservice Days 28-29 School Closed - Thanksgiving
 Holiday
 NOVEMBER 2013 S M T W H F S
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31
 2 Schools Closed - Thanksgiving Holiday23 to 31 School Closed - Winter Break
 DECEMBER 2013 S M T W H F S
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31
 1 School Closed - Winter Break 2 Classes Resume 24 Second Grading Period Ends/First
 Semester Ends 27 School Closed - Records Day 28 Third Grading Period Begins/ Second Semester Begins
 JANUARY 2014
 S M T W H F S
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
 17 School Closed - President’s Day
 FEBRUARY 2014 S M T W H F S
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23/30 24/31 25 26 27 28 29
 MARCH 2014 S M T W H F S
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30
 3 Third Grading Period Ends 4 School Closed - Records Day 7 Fourth Grading Period Begins 17-21 Spring Break (School Closed)
 APRIL 2014
 S M T W H F S
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31
 20 School Closed - Records Day/ Election Day 26 Memorial Day Observed
 S M T W H F S
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30
 6 Kennywood Day - Early Release 13 Last Day for Students 14 Records Day 16 High School Graduation
 JUNE 2014MAY 2014
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 High School Faculty and StaffFamily Consumer Science
 Kelsey Chapin Julie Dzanaj Karen Potts*JIll Simpson
 Art*Christen Palombo Rob Hooten Kent Wallisch
 Business EducationSusan Baker Linda Broderick *Karrie Kinzel
 Counseling Department*Mike Bruce Grade 11 854-8587James Knapp Grade 10 854-8576Kristen Michaels Grade 9 854-8500Lorri Smith Grade 12 854-8501Kathy Janosik Secretary 854-8597Cassandra Spearman Secretary 854-8632
 EnglishJohn Allemang Michael Bellini Melinda BouchRichard Casagranda Courtney Falce Chelsea FindlayCharles Herd Nicola Hipkins Christopher JackKristin Kincak John Lorenzi Christopher NagelDr. Nicole Roth-Miller Leigh Ann Totty Christopher Wilson*Charles Youngs
 World LanguageEllen Conrad Alyssa D'Alessandro Gail EdmondsDana Jordan Tracy McCoy Laura RalyeaJill Sofranko Rachael Smith Christopher Tobias
 Learning SupportStacy Fisher James Fodse Julie Hernandez Matt Kallis Charleen Kondrot Kenneth Miller Dr. Robert Pasqantonio Carol Schoeder Lara Simkovich Amber Speranza Jennifer Yeckel
 Special Education ParaeducatorsMary Ann Allison June Dolan Marcie Girdano Carol Herbertson Mary Jo Hartman Debbie Izaj Elaine Litwin Mary Jane McCall Teresa Mavrich Nancy Preston Deborah Ruffing Anna Scott Suzanne Zigmond
 Library/Media Center Dr. Paul Novak Ella Pysola, Library Aide Johanna Kall, Secretary
 MarketingMaria Christenson Emily Smoller
 MusicJonathan Derby Stephanie Glover Todd Kuczawa Chad Thompson
 Administrative Staff 2013-2014
 Athletic DirectorMs Amy Scheuneman ......................... 412-854-8547 Mrs. Lynn Sivetz, Secretary ................ 412-854-8548
 School Police OfficerOfficer James Modrak ......................... 412-854-8730
 Director of SecurityMr. Terry Osborn ............................... 412-854-8515
 Activities Office412-854-8514
 Judy Schreiber, Secretary
 Attendance Office 412-854-8583
 Attendance AidesNancy Christopher
 Marla Smith
 Records Office 412-854-8595 or 412-854-8596
 Cathy Born, Secretary
 School Nurse412-854-8550
 Nurses*Tracy Ford
 Health Room AideCathy DePaolo
 MathematicsGabe August Michael Borsani Shelley Dowling James Gais Dave Kovalcik Josh Lape Michelle Opsasnick Scott Oswald *Mary Ann Pfeuffer Christine Robb Matthew Short Julie ThimonsCami Walsh Erin Wheat
 Physical Education/HealthMarian Hornfeck Jeff Metheny Jackie Malley Nicholas Santora Brian Scott Lisa Serafin Myrna Thomas Adam Triscilla
 ReadingLisa Dorfner Kristin Kincak
 ScienceHannah Camic *Lee Cristofano Randi Durmis Barbara Eisel Cassandra Haught Donald Howard Jackie Jeffers Jeff Johns George Lusnak Jason Mickey Dawn Ogilvie Alicia PacekDebbra Pritts Clyde Qualk Chris Rohar Andrea Stillmak Narissa Tongchinsub
 Sheri Rea, Lab Technician
 Social StudiesJeffrey Bouch Kathy Collura Brian DeLallo *Victor DiPrampero Douglas Fink Tony Fisher Michael Galietta Jon Gentile Thomas Hare Jay Kriegline James Pierson Stephen Pokrajac Mark Render Tracy Shuster Amy Smock
 Technology EducationPete Martin John Oluszak Adele Pireaux C. Arthur Smock *William Wells
 *Denotes Department Chairperson
 Student Services
 Dr. Zeb Jansante, Principal ................412-854-8581
 Assistant PrincipalsMr. Jay Johnson ................................... 412-854-8592Ms. Sheryl Graff .................................. 412-854-8571
 Director Bethel Park Online AcademyMr. Brian Lenosky ............................... 412-854-8585
 Building SecretariesMrs. Judith Daley ................................. 412-854-8584Mrs. Donna Murphy............................. 412-854-8581Mrs. Lynne Pieczynski .......................... 412-854-8751
 Computer Technology ParaprofessionalsJenni Kutrufis Jan Sterrett
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 Attendance PolicyPhilosophy/Intent
 Student attendance is an important factor in the academic success of each and every student. As an educational institution, it is part of our responsibility to instill in our students excellent attendance habits that will lead them to success in the world. In addition, we believe that students and parents/guardians who choose not to adhere to the following attendance regulations should be held accountable for their actions. It is our hope that by establishing the following standards, parents/guardians and students alike will recognize the seriousness of regular attendance in school.
 Absence from SchoolAbsence from school shall be recorded according to Pennsylvania state law in one of the
 following manners:
 Excused Absence: Student misses school for a legitimate reason as provided by state law and produces an appropriate excuse within 3 school days of the absence. Retroactive excuses submitted after the 3 day period will not be honored. Pennsylvania compulsory attendance laws list excused absences as
 • Illness• Quarantine• Deathintheimmediatefamily• Impassableroads• Recognizedreligiousholidaysandservices• Health-relatedappointments• Courtappearances• School-sanctionedabsences• Exceptionallyurgentreasons(at the discretion of an administrator)
 ThestandardizedstudentattendanceexcuseformisavailableontheBPSDwebsiteforparentsto print.
 Unexcused Absence: Student is age 17 or older. Student misses school for an illegitimate reason according to state law and/or fails to provide an appropriate excuse to his/her homeroom teacher within 3 school days from the absence. Students who are age 17 and older will be dropped from school rolls per state law if they accumulate 10 days of consecutive absence from BethelParkHighSchoolwithoutalegitimateexcuse.
 Illegal Absence: Student is of compulsory school age 16 years or younger. Student misses school for an illegitimate reason according to state law and/or fails to provide an appropriate excuse to his/her homeroom teacher within 3 school days from the absence. Upon 3 illegal absences, parents will be notified; upon 5 illegal absences parents will be cited by the magistrate at the principal’s discretion.
 Truancy: Student is absent from school without parent/guardian permission and/or knowledge.
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 The Bethel Park School District will use the following course of actions as they relate to student attendance:
 • Attempttocalltheresidenceofeachabsentstudentonadailybasisviaacomputerizedcallsystem.
 • Sendoutalettertoparentswhenastudentreacheshis/her10thabsencefromBethelParkSchoolDistrict.Thisletterwillincludeupcomingconsequencesshouldthestudentcontinuetobeabsent.However,ifastudentexhibitstruantbehavior,adoctor’sexcusemayberequiredafterthe10thabsence.Excuseswillbeacceptedfromamedical doctor only andthiswillincludeMD,DO,DMD,PAand/orCRNP.
 • Sendoutalettertoparentswhenastudentreacheshis/her15thabsence.Thisletterwillindicatethatanyfurtherabsencesmustbeaccompaniedbyadoctor’sexcuseforeachoccurrence or he/she will be considered unexcused/illegal for attendance and grading purposes.ExcuseswillbeacceptedfromamedicaldoctoronlyandthiswillincludeMD,DO,DMD,PAand/orCRNP.
 • Sendoutalettertoparentswhenastudentreacheshis/her20thabsence.Whenastudentreaches20daysofabsence,parentswillbecontactedtoascertainthehealthandwell-being of the student as it relates to his/her academic performance/progress. Parents will be informedoftheconsequencesthatoccuruponthe25thabsence.
 • Sendoutalettertoparentswhenastudentreacheshis/her25thabsence.Whenastudentreaches25daysofabsencehe/shewillloseallprivilegesincludingbutnotlimitedtoparticipationinallPIAA,club,andintramuralsports,allschool-relatedclubsand extracurricular activities, field trips, all dances/social events including prom and the commencement ceremony. Students that reach this level will also have parking/driving privilegesrevokedfortheremainderoftheyear.Allout-of-schoolsuspensiondayswillbecountedinthis25daytotal.PlacementinAlternativeEducationwillbeconsidered.
 • BethelParkSchoolDistrictwillprosecute,asprovidedbylaw,parentsofstudentswhoareviolating the compulsory attendance laws of the state of Pennsylvania. This pertains to students who are age 16 or younger and this will be handled via the local magistrate.
 The following absences will not be counted against a student in terms of the previously listed totals and thus will not punitively affect a student and his/her status within the school: death intheimmediatefamily,court-mandatedappearances,extendedmedically-excusedabsences,extendedhospitalizations,orschool-sanctionedabsences(approvedfieldtrips,athleticevents,academic competitions).
 Extended Absence:Duringextendedillnessorhospitalizationbeyond3days,theparent/guardianshouldrequesthomeworkassignmentsbycontactingahighschoolsecretary.Workcanberequestedontheseconddayofthestudentabsencetobepickeduponthethirddayoftheabsence.Studentswhohaveextendedmedically-excusedabsenceswillbecontactedbytheadministratorincharge,ortheadministrator’sdesignee,todiscussthesituationregardingthebestpossiblesolutiontofacilitatethestudent’scontinuedacademicprogressandsuccess.
 Pre-Approved Absence:Studentsmustrequestapprovalatleast3dayspriorforapreplannededucationaltrip.Parentsshouldusetherequestformavailableintheattendanceoffice,thehighschooloffice,oronthewebsite.Theparent/guardianmustsigntheform.Ifarequestissenttoschoolpriortothedatesofthetrip,andthetriphasbeenpre-approved,theabsenceisexcused.Ifnopriornoticeisreceived,theschoolisrequiredtoclassifysuchabsencesasunexcused.
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 School-Sanctioned Absence:School-sanctionedabsencesareclassabsencesresultingfromastudent’sapprovedparticipationinschoolsponsoredfieldtrips,performances,co-curricularandextra-curricularactivityorevent.Studentsareexpectedtoobtainassignmentsinadvanceandsubmit completed work on time.
 Academic Consequences: Any/all work missed by a student with an excused absence is expectedtobemadeupwithinthesamenumberofdaysthatthestudentwasabsent.Example:1dayabsent=1daytomakeupwork;2daysabsent=2daystomakeupwork,etc.Classroomteachers may extend this time frame as needed. Any/all work missed by a student with an unexcused/illegal absence or tardy cannot be made up by the student and will be recorded by the classroomteacherasa“0”percent.Workgiveninadvanceofapre-approvedabsenceoraschool-sanctioned absence should be completed and submitted upon return.
 Athletic Participation: AccordingtotheParent-StudentAthleticHandbook:“Studentsmustattend a full day of school in order to practice or participate in that sport or activity that day. Exceptionstothisruleincludepre-approvedcollegevisits,funerals,medicalappointments,andother special circumstances approved in advance by the Principal.”
 Tardy to School/HomeroomA student who is not in his/her homeroom/classroom prior to the beginning of the school day
 willbeconsideredtardytoschool.StudentsmustthenreporttotheAttendanceOfficetogetatardy pass that will admit him/her to homeroom. Students who are tardy to school must have a legitimate excuse as defined by the Pennsylvania attendance law.
 Students will receive a “0” for academic work in any classes missed as a result of an unexcused
 tardy.
 • The1stthrough3rdtardywillbeexcusedviaaparent’snotedescribingwhythestudentwastardyasdefinedbyStateLaw.NoteswillbeconfirmedviaphonebytheAttendanceOfficeorhighschoolofficeasneeded.Note:sleepingin,alarmdidnotgooff,cartrouble,etc,areNOTexcused.
 • Ifastudentsubmitsanexcusefromamedicaldoctoronly,whichincludesMD,DO,DMD,PAand/orCRNP,forhis/hertardiness,it will not count against the tardy total.
 • Alltardinessfromthe4thoccurrenceonwillbelistedasunexcusedunlessthestudentcanproduceadoctor’sexcuseforthetardyatthetimethestudentchecksin.
 • Afterthe5thunexcusedtardy,disciplineoccursinincrementsof3.Consequencesforunexcused tardiness are as follows:
 • 5thunexcusedtardy–administratorissueddetention–am/pm.• 8th 2detentions• 11th Sat.detention-Studentsloseparkingprivilegesforamonth• 14th 2Sat.detentions-Studentsloseparkingprivilegesfortherestoftheyear• 17th OutofSchoolSuspension• 20th OSS;parentconference,lossofallprivilegesincludingbutnotlimitedto
 participation in all PIAA, club, and intramural sports, all school related clubs and activities, field trips, all dances/social events including prom andthecommencementceremony.AlternativeEducationplacementrecommended.
 • 25th OSSandadministrativehearingwithHeadprincipalathighschool;AlternativeEducationplacementrecommended.
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 Early Release InformationEarlyreleasesfromschoolwillbegrantedforverifiablereasonswhicharethesameasfor
 excused absences. Parents/guardians are encouraged to schedule student medical appointments after school hours. Students will be issued an early release under the following circumstances:
 • The1stthrough3rdearlyreleasewillbeexcusedviaaparent’snotedescribingthereasonfor the early release.
 • Uponastudent’sreturntoschoolfromamedicalappointment,amedicaldoctor’sexcuse(MD,DO,DMD,PAand/orCRNP)maybesubmitted.Thenthatearlyreleasewillnotcount against early release totals.
 • Allearlyreleasesfromthe4thoccurrenceonwillbelistedasunexcusedunlessthestudentcanproduceamedicaldoctor’sexcuse(MD,DO,DMD,PAand/orCRNP) for the early releaseeitherwhenrequestingtheearlyreleaseoruponthestudent’sreturntoschool.
 • Avalidearlyreleaseexcusefromaparent/guardianmustbesubmittedtotheAttendanceOfficebeforeorduringhomeroom.
 • Allearlyreleaserequestsmustbeapprovedpriortotherelease.
 • Theearlyreleaseexcusemustincludereleasetime,reasonfortheearlyreleaseandatelephone number where the parent/guardian can be reached for verification. The AttendanceOfficemusthavephonecontactwiththeparent/guardianinordertoreleasethestudent.
 • Inextremeemergencysituations,aparentmaybringinanoteuponpickingupthestudent,or a faxed note for an early release may be approved.
 • StudentsreturningtoschoolfromanearlyreleasemustimmediatelysigninattheAttendanceOfficeorhighschoolofficewiththeirmedicaldoctor’sexcuse(MD,DO,DMD,PAand/orCRNP).Studentswhofailtosigninwillbeconsideredasunexcused.
 • EarlyreleasesfromtheHighSchoolpriorto10:50a.m.orreportingtoschoolafter10:50a.m.mayprecludethestudent’sparticipationinco-curricularand/orextra-curricularactivities.
 • Studentsarenotallowedtoleaveabuildingwithoutauthorization.
 • Studentsarenottoremaininthebuildingoronthecampusafteranearlyrelease.
 Sent Home by NurseIf a student becomes ill, the parent/guardian will be contacted by the school nurse, building
 principal or designee so that arrangements can be made to have the student taken home. Students sent home by the nurse are not permitted to return to school for the remainder of theday.Fromthe4thoccurrenceon,astudentwhoissenthomebythenursewillbelistedasunexcusedunlessthestudentcanproduceamedicaldoctor’sexcuse(MD,DO,DMD,PAand/orCRNP)uponreturningtoschool.Intheeventastudentissenthomebythenurseafterthe15thdayofabsence,thestudentwillberequiredtosubmitanexcusefromamedicaldoctor(MD,DO,DMD,PAand/orCRNP)tothenurseuponreturningtoschool.
 Work ReleaseHighschoolstudentsinvolvedintheschool-sponsoredworkexperienceprogramsmaybe
 dismissed prior to the end of the regular school day when special arrangements, including parent/guardian permission slips, have been completed. Students in this category must carry the permanent early dismissal card at all times and present it when asked to do so or lose early dismissalprivileges.StudentsmustnotifytheircounselorandtheirCo-opteacherwhentheirjobis terminated.
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 General InformationAddress Change
 Change of address or telephone numbers must be reported to the Records Office, 412-854-8595.
 AppointmentsStudents should make appointments with counselors, building principals, and teachers ahead of
 time. Students must report to class and be excused by the classroom teacher prior to reporting to the counselor. Parents/guardians should also make prior arrangements for appointments,
 AssembliesAssemblies are held throughout the year. Unless noted, attendance is mandatory for all
 assemblies. Students are expected to show respect and courtesy at all times. Disruptive students will be removed by administrators or teachers and may receive disciplinary action.
 Campus Security
 Campus Security personnel are stationed on the school grounds and are authorized to monitor student behavior, direct and control traffic, aid school visitors, and patrol parking areas and the school building including rest rooms.
 Closed CampusBethel Park High School is a closed campus. Students are not permitted to leave campus
 during regular school hours unless they have an early release from a parent/guardian or are enrolled in authorized school or work release programs. Students with a Work Release must have a permanent Work Release card that is shown to security before the student will be permitted to leave campus.
 Debts, Fines, and ObligationsStudents are responsible for the care and return of all school materials including textbooks,
 emergency cards and health records, fund-raising monies, uniforms, etc. • Allstudentdebts,finesandobligationsmustbeclearedpriortotheendofeachnine-week
 period, and prior to the closing and opening of school. • Failuretoresolveanyobligationwillresultintherestrictionofschool-relatedactivities,
 letters of recommendation, receiving yearbooks, receiving caps and gowns, participation in commencement and driving privileges until such obligations are cleared.
 Emergency Cards Emergencycardsmustbefilledoutbyaparent/guardian,turnedinatthebeginningofeach
 school year and updated as changes occur. A valid parent/guardian phone number must be submitted on the emergency card prior to students being sent home from the Health Office. Phone numbers will not be accepted from students.
 Emergency Evacuations and Fire DrillsFireexitsareindicatedineachroom,andthereisanassignedrouteforleavingthebuilding.
 Class groups must stay together and follow the teacher’s orders. Various evacuations will be conductedduringtheyearbesidestherequiredmonthlyfiredrills.
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 Field TripsFieldtripsareaprivilege.Studentsareexpectedtoactaccordinglyandmustmakeupallwork
 missedwhileonafieldtrip.Excessiveabsencesordisciplineissuesmayresultinastudentnotbeingpermittedtoattendfieldtrips.PleaserefertotheAttendancePolicyformoredetails.
 Fund RaisingAll fund raising activities must be approved through the Activities Office. Sales are not to be
 conducted during class time.
 LockersThe Administration reserves the right to search lockers or to open them in case of an emergency
 or reasonable suspicion. Also, students shall not expect privacy regarding items placed in school lockers. Lockers are subject to search at any time by school officials. Random, periodic or sweeping searches, including canine drug searches, of all lockers will be conducted by school administrators.
 •Studentsmustuseschoolpurchasedlocksontheirassignedlockers.Alllockerassignmentchanges must go through the high school office.
 • Lockersaretobekeptcleanandonlybooks/clothingshouldbeleftinlockers.• TheBethelParkSchoolDistrictwillnotbeheldresponsibleforitemsmissingordestroyed
 from/in a student’s locker.• Ifastudentneedsalockremoved,he/sheistoreporttothehighschooloffice.
 Lost and FoundStudentswhofindlostarticlesareaskedtotakethemtothehighschooloffice,wheretheowner
 may claim them. Clothing and other usable items not claimed at the end of the year will be donated to a charitable organization.
 Parking PermitsParking passes will be revoked for the following reasons:
 • Accumulating11ormoretardiestoHomeroom• Accumulating25absencestoschool• Leavingschoolwithoutpermission.Studentsmusthavepriorauthorizationfromschool
 personnelonly.SeeAttendancePolicy-EarlyReleaseinformationforfurtherclarification.• Recklessdriving,speeding,ridingonhoods,ordrivinginamannerthatisdangerousto
 oneself or others on school property. These actions are also subject to prosecution under the Pennsylvania Motor Code.
 • Unauthorizedentryintoacarduringschoolhours(includinglunchperiods)• Excessiveviolationsofschoolregulations• Administrativediscretion
 Sexting Sextingisdefinedasthenamefortheactofsending,receiving,orforwardingtoothersnaked,
 semi-naked, or sexual activites via cell phones. Such misuse of an electronic device, during school hours or proving to show a nexus to the school day, that clearly disrupts the integrity and proper functioning of the school environment, will result in a serious discipline infraction that would warrant disciplinary action and contact to the local law enforcement agency.
 School PropertySchoolpropertyisdefinedasallareasofthehighschool,thestadium,parkinglots,schoolbuses,
 bus stops and areas where school sponsored events are taking place both in and outside of Bethel Park. All school rules and regulations apply to these areas.
 TelephonesStudents must report to the high office and gain permission to use personal cell phones.
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 TransfersStudents transferring to another school should notify the Records Office several days in
 advance.Acheckoutformwillbeissuedandfinancialobligationsmustbesatisfied.
 VisitorsRequests for visitation require a note from the student’s parent/guardian explaining the reason
 for the guest’s visit and approval from an administrator. Student visits are limited to educational purposes only and to 2-3 periods of stay. An administrator will issue the pass and has the right to refuse admittance to any person. Visitors who do not register and do not have passes will be considered trespassers.
 Weather Delays and Emergency School ClosingsThe delayed opening or early closing of school due to emergency or inclement weather will
 bedeterminedasearlyaspossible.Intheeventofaweatherdelay,closing,orearlydismissal,allparents/studentswillbenotifiedbyapre-recordedmessagetotheirprimarycontacttelephonenumbersviatheALERTNOWNotificationService.Informationcanalsobeobtainedonthedistrict’swebpage(www.bpsd.org)orbycallingtheInformationLineat412-854-8407.InformationwillalsobeavailableontelevisionstationsKDKA,WTAEandWPXI.
 Under a two-hour delay: Students should arrive at their bus stops or at school two hours later than usual. On days with delays, high school staff is also on that delay so the building may not be open if students arrive too early.
 Ifschooliscancelledduetoinclementweather,allBethelParkRecreationDepartmentactivities held at the high school are also cancelled for that day.
 Formoreinformationconcerningweatherdelays,cancellations,orearlydismissals,pleasevisitthedistrictwebpage(www.bpsd.org).
 Video SurveillanceAllmainhallsofthebuilding,parkinglots,stadium,andfieldsaresubjecttovideosurveillance.
 AcademicsEducational Classes Outside BPHS
 Bethel Park High School students have the opportunity to enroll in classes at Steel Center Vocational/Technical School, CCAC and Penn State Dual Enrollment, Bethel Park Alternative School, Community in Schools, Cyber School, or Rehabilitation School courses.
 • StudentswhoattendeducationalclassesoutsideBethelParkHighSchoolforeithermorning or afternoon sessions are required to ride to and from those classes on Bethel Park buses. Students may not drive unless prior permission is granted by a Bethel Park administrator. Driving passes will be issued on an emergency basis only.
 • Studentsarerequiredtoattendallrequiredschoolclasseswhentheiroutsideprogramclasses are not in session and all outside classes when Bethel Park is not in session.
 • Studentsshouldfollowallrulesandregulationsattheplaceoftheiroutsideclasses.
 • Allsuspensionsarereciprocal.IfastudentisoutofschoolsuspendedatBethelParkHighSchool,(s)hemaynotattendoutsideclasses;ifastudentissuspendedfromclassesoutsideofBethelParkHighSchool,(s)hemaynotattendclassesatBethelParkHighSchool.
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 Grading PracticesReporting pupil progress is very important to the faculty and administration of Bethel Park
 High School. Student report cards will show a letter grade and a percentage grade which reflect student achievement in each course.
 All grades given for daily assignments, class participation, projects, quizzes, and examinations will be considered when compiling the grade issued for a report card.
 Marking period grades will be based on the student’s earned percentage grade.
 Weighting of GradesAdjusted Point Values of Courses
 Required Subjects Honors Advanced RegularElectives(R) Courses(H) Electives(A)
 A = 100 - 90 = 4 4.5 5.0B = 89 - 80 = 3 3.5 4.0C = 79 - 70 = 2 2.5 3.0D = 69 - 60 = 1 1.5 2.0F = 59 - below = 0 0.0 0.0
 Graduation RequirementsThespecificrequirementsforgraduationareincludedintheCourseSelectionGuide.Students
 should get and retain a copy of the booklet to use as a guide in planning each year’s schedule.
 HomeworkStudentswhowillbeabsentone(1)ortwo(2)daysshouldhaveafellowstudentpickuptheir
 assignments.Studentswhowillbeabsentthree(3)daysormoreshouldcontactahighschoolsecretary who will arrange to collect the homework assignments. The homework will be available to be picked up within 24 hours following the request. Once a student returns to school, the student should make arrangements with his/her teacher to turn in missed assignments.
 Physical Education• AllstudentsintheschoolsofPennsylvaniaarerequiredtoparticipateinphysicaleducation
 courses. This regulation includes students recovering from injury or illness and students who have a physiological condition.
 • Thelawmandatesthatphysicaleducationbeadaptedtofittheneedsoftheindividualstudent.
 • Medicalexcusesshouldbesubmittedtotheschoolnursewhowillrefertothestudent’sphysicianforspecificdirectivesinadaptingthephysicaleducation.
 Reports to Parent/Guardian• Reportcards:Formalreportsofscholasticattainmentaregiventostudentsattheendofeach
 nineweeksfour(4)timesayear.Thelastreportcardwillbemailedhome.• Progressnotices:AprogressnoticeispostedonEdline,however,parentsmayrequesta
 hard copy.
 Schedule ChangesStudents need to follow the proper procedures when making scheduling changes. Students
 shouldrefertotheCourseSelectionGuideorconsultwiththeirguidancecounselortomakeanychange.
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 Student ServicesCollege Application Procedure
 ContacttheGuidanceOfficeat854-8597orrefertoCounselorCommentswhichmaybeobtained in the office.
 Counseling ServicesTheschoolcounselorscanhelpstudentsassesstheirstrengthsandlimitations;developgood
 decision-makingskills;developpositiveattitudes;developgoodstudyhabits;anddecideonacareer. Students should visit the counselor for assistance in these or any other areas of concern. Anyconferencewiththecounselorwillremainconfidentialunlesstheconferenceinvolvesalife-threatening situation.
 Counselors are available to talk with students, however, students should not visit the counselor without prior approval from their academic teacher or without making a prearranged appointment. Students must report to class and be excused by the classroom teacher before reportingtothecounselor.Failuretoreceivepriorapprovalwillbeconsideredanunexcusedabsencefromclass.(see:AttendancePolicy)
 Health ServicesThenursemaintainsschoolofficehourstohandlefirstaidandemergencycareforallstudents.
 Parents are encouraged to report any health problem to the school nurse. Certain information may be shared with other staff members when the nurse deems it necessary for the health and safety of the student. Otherwise, information shared with the school nurse will be considered confidential.
 Services also include state-mandated testing on the following schedule: •Height,weight,andvision–Allstudentsannually •Physicals/hearing–11thgrade
 Ifastudentbecomesillinschool,(s)heshouldreporttothenurse,whowilldecidewhatshouldbe done.
 • Studentsgoingtothenurse’sofficemusthaveapassfromtheclassroomteacher.• Studentswhoareillmaynotleaveschoolwithoutauthorization.Incaseofanemergency
 when the student is unable to see the nurse, the student should report to the high school office. Parents/guardiansmustsignthestudentoutattheAttendanceOffice(see:AttendancePolicy-EarlyReleaseInformation)
 Forthesafetyofallstudents,studentsarenotpermittedtocarryanytypeofprescriptionorover-the-counter medication. Any student carrying medication without proper documentation will be referred to the Drug and Alcohol policy. All medication administration must be supervisedbythenurseordistrict’sdesigneeintheHealthOffice.Ifastudentmusttakemedicationinschool(includinginhalers),thefollowingmustbeturnedintothenurse:
 • Anotefromtheparent/guardiangivingpermissionforschoolpersonneltosupervisemedicationadministration.ContacttheHealthOfficeat412-854-8550formedicationform.
 • Aphysician’sorderstatingmedicationtobegiven,reasonformedicationadministration,time to be given, time medication can be repeated, and possible side-effects of the medication.Theschool’smedicationformmaybeusedorthephysicianmayFAXastatementtothenurseat412-854-8739.
 • Medicationinitsoriginalcontainer,labeledwithstudent’snameandnumberofpillsenclosed, the name of the medication, and the time to be taken must be sent to the nurse in the Health Office.
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 Library/Media CenterHoursanduse:7:30a.m.to2:50p.m.onallschooldays.
 • Astudentisresponsibleforallmaterialscheckedoutinhis/hername.• Borrowingtimeformaterialvariesfromovernighttothree(3)weeks.• Materialscheckedoutonanovernightbasismustbereturnedbeforeschoolonthenext
 school day. • Overduematerialsaresubjecttoafineoffive(5)centsperday.Thefineforovernight
 materialsisten(10)centsperday.• Check-outprivilegesaresuspendeduntilfinesarepaid.• StudentsshouldnotreporttotheMediaCenterwithoutanauthorizedpassfromthe
 library.
 ScholarshipsThe Counseling Department will assist any student in applying for scholarship aid. When
 scholarship announcements arrive, they are posted in Counselor Comments and are also announced in the daily bulletin.
 Student AssistanceThe Student Assistance Team is comprised of administrators, school psychologists, counselors,
 the home/school visitor, the nurse, and teachers. The Student Assistance Team is trained to identify and refer students who are at-risk in such areas as academics, attendance, behavioral conduct,emotional/mentalhealth,ordrug/alcoholproblems.Ifaproblemshouldarise,consultthe Student Assistance Team. Student referrals can be made by a parent/guardian, school personnel, or other students. Referral forms can be obtained in the high school office. All referralsremainconfidential.
 Testing Information (SAT, ACT, PSAT, AP)BulletinswhichcontainRegistrationFormsareavailableintheCounselingOffice.Bethel
 Park’sschoolcodenumberis392270.DatesforPSAT/SAT/ACTtestinglistedbelowarenational dates. All testing dates subject to change. Call the Counseling Department at 412-854-8597foradditionalinformation.
 PSAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test Dates October19,2013(Saturday)
 NATIONAL SAT Test Dates (SAT & Subject Tests) October5,2013 January25,2014 November5,2013 March8,2014(SATonly) December7,2013 May3,2014
 June7,2014
 Advanced Placement (AP) ACT Assessment TestsExaminations Dates September21,2013 February8,2014
 (MondaythroughFriday) October26,2013 April12,2014May8-9and12-16,2013 December14,2013 June14,2014
 Work PermitsThestatelawrequireseachstudentseekingemploymenttoobtainacertificateforemployment
 from the school district. • Workpermitsareavailabledaily,MondaythroughFriday,intheRecordsOffice. Call 412-854-8595 for additional information.
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 Activities and Athletics
 Extra- and Co-Curricular Activities InformationStudents should refer to the Activities Handbook for listings and additional information.
 • Astudentmaynotparticipateorcompeteinanysport/extracurricularactivityonadayinwhich(s)hewasabsentand/orsuspended.
 • Studentsareresponsibleforanyandallequipment(uniforms,practiceclothing,scripts)issued and are expected to pay for any items that are not promptly returned or which exhibit excessive wear or abuse. Students are not permitted to use school equipment outside of the activity for which it was assigned.
 • Itisthestudent’sresponsibilitytomakeupanyclassworkthatismissedbecauseofanextra- or co-curricular activity.
 • Studentsparticipatinginafterschoolactivitiesareexpectedtomakearrangementsfortheirtransportation home.
 • AcompletelistingofallActivitiesarelistedintheActivitiesHandbookavailableintheActivities Office.
 Athletics InformationA complete listing of all Athletic activities are listed in the Athletic Handbook available in the
 Athletic Office and on the web page at bpsd.org.
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 Discipline CodeExpectations for student behavior
 Students are expected to behave in a way that fosters or enhances a positive learning environment. Students should feel safe and comfortable in the learning environment. Bethel Park School District believes that every student has the right to attend school free from harassment or bullying. The golden rule “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you” is a good standard to follow for behavior. However, when students do not behave in an acceptable manner, disciplinary measures must be taken. The following code outlines those measures.
 Discipline Code LevelsThe following descriptions of the 3 levels of discipline are progressive in nature and are
 developmentally appropriate for the age of the students in each grade. This is the high school code (9-12).The procedures and consequences are used for discipline and for behavior modification. Levels for each violation reflect the minimum discipline that will be applied. The administrators reserve the right to use their discretion in evaluating cases and may discipline using more severe consequences than the minimum stated in the code, especially in cases of persistent disobedience. Additionally, students may be referred to the Student Assistance Team, Instructional Support Team, Student Support Team, or to the Alternative Education program. When an infraction is against the law, students will be cited according to the PA Crime Code. This discipline code applies to students on school property and at co-curricular or sports-related activities. These guidelines take into account that the school acts in loco parentis. Additionally, the following School Board policies and PA Crimes Code Violations support the regulations and discipline as outlined in this document:
 204 Attendance218 Student Discipline
 218.1 Weapons218.2 Terroristic Threats/Acts220 Student Expression221 Dress and Grooming222 Tobacco Use223 Use of Bicycles and Motor Vehicles224 Care of School Property225 Relations with Law Enforcement Agencies 226 Searches
 226.1 Canine Searches
 Disorderly Conduct (18 PA C.S. Sec. 5503)
 Drugs and Alcohol (P.S. Sec. 8337)
 False Fire Alarms (18 PA C.S. Sec. 4905)
 Harassment (PA C.S. Sec. 2709)
 Physical Attacks (18 PA C.S. Sec. 2702; Act 197 PA legislature)
 Simple Assault (PA C.S. Sec. 2701)
 227 Controlled Substances/paraphernalia233 Suspension/Expulsion235 Student Rights/Surveys237 Electronic Devices247 Hazing248 Unlawful Harassment252 Student Bullying/Harassment258 Positive Behavior Support815 Internet Acceptable Use
 815.1 Social Media815.2 Educational Use of Student Owned
 Technology Devices
 School Board PoliciesThese can be found on the BPSD website under Administration/School Board
 Crimes Code ViolationsDisorderly Conduct (18 PA C.S. Sec. 5503)
 Theft (18 PA C.S. Sec. 3903 and 3921)
 Threats (18 PA C.S. Sec. 2701 and 2706)
 Tobacco (18 PA C.S. Sec. 6306; 35 PS 1223.5)
 Vandalism (18 PA C.S. Sec. 3307)
 Wiretapping and Electronic Surveillance Control Act (18 PA C.S. Sec. 5701)
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 Detention
 All proctor assigned detentions are issued by an administrator. Teachers and security personnel will send referrals for detention to the principal. The student must report promptly to detention on the date and time assigned. In the event of a delay or cancellation of school, students assigned to detention should report to detention on the following school day. Teachers also reserve the right to assign a detention which requires students to stay after school with the teacher.
 • A.M.detention
 • P.M.detention
 • Saturdaydetentionisheldfrom9a.m.-12noon(3hours).
 The following rules apply to detentions:• Tardinessisconsideredanabsenceandstudentswillnotbeadmitted.• Studentsmustbringstudymaterialstooccupythemduringtheassigneddetention.• Anydisturbanceorlackofcooperationresultsinthestudentbeingsenthomeandthetime
 spent in detention void.• Sleepingisnotpermitted.• Food,drink,radios,andelectronicdevicesarenotpermitted.• FailuretoreporttoassigneddetentionautomaticallyresultsinSaturdaydetention.
 Out of School SuspensionSuspension is the exclusion of a student from school for a period up to ten (10) days. Any
 student who is suspended from school is not permitted on school property and may not attend or participate in any school sponsored activity for the duration of the suspension.The student is responsible for any assignments missed during the suspension. Students who are suspended must arrange to receive homework assignments.
 ExpulsionExpulsion is an exclusion from school for a period exceeding ten (10) school days and may
 bepermanent.TheSchoolBoardoraCommitteeofBoardMembersmayholdahearingandmake the final decision regarding expulsion. During the time of the original 10 day suspension a stipulated adjudication may be written and agreed upon by the Board of School Directors, Superintendent, parents and student in lieu of a School Board hearing.
 Any student who is expelled permanently from school is not permitted on school property and may not attend or participate in any school-sponsored activity for the duration of the expulsion. Students who are expelled to BPHS Alternative Education School are only permitted on school property during Alternative Education School hours unless accompanied by a parent/guardian.
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 STUDEnT OWnED TECHnOLOGy DEVICES (SOTD) STAnDARDS FOR USE
 SOTD’s, which are for instructional or educational purposes, may be used in classes with the teacher’s prior permission. Appropriate use of electronic devices shall include any use of such devices for educational purposes, such as educational research, specifically authorized by a classroom teacher with the approval from the building administration.
 Students bringing SOTD’s are required, during the instructional day, to access the internet via the district’s content-filtered Wireless Network.
 Students may not use any of these devices for non-educational recording purposes. Recording may only be done in an instructional setting with teacher approval. The use of SOTDs for camera ormotionpicturerecordingisstrictlyforbiddenATALLTIMESinrestrooms,lockerrooms,and swimming pool areas. Students who use such devices for entertainment or communication purposes or in any non-educational manner, without teacher / administrator permission, will have the device confiscated and held in the office until a parent picks up the device or the student completes the discipline assigned. The distribution of any unauthorized media may result in discipline, including but not limited to, suspension, criminal charges, and expulsion.
 Bus drivers also retain management control over the use of SOTDs on the buses in relation to school board policy 815.2. Bethel Park School District is not responsible for any educational electronic device brought to school by a student.
 Students and parents/guardians choosing to bring SOTDs into the district surrender the right to keep private any content on said SOTD. The District reserves the right to search SOTDs where reasonable suspicion exists that the device is being used without permission or inappropriately, and the student and student’s parents/guardians agree that the District shall have such rights and there is no expectation of privacy that would restrict the District’s exercise of such rights. Examples of this may include displaying picture content to peers when not authorized to do so, or attempting to text during unauthorized times.
 Students shall not use cellular phones or other electronic devices in any way that may cause a teacher or staff member to question whether the student may be cheating on tests or academic work or violating copyright policy.
 SOTD UseAUTHORIZED USE
 • Anywhereinthebuildingbeforeandafterthetraditionalschoolday.However,useofcamera or audio/video recording anywhere in the building is STRICTLY PROHIBITED unless authorized by a teacher or administrator.
 • Duringthetraditionalschooldayinthefollowingareas:Cafeteria,Courtyard(BPHS),MainLobbyAreaandhallwaysaslongasthedeviceisaccompaniedbytheuseofheadphones.
 • Inallinstructionalsettings(thisincludestheMediaCenter,ComputerLabs,StudyHalls, and Homeroom) under the supervision AND approval of the classroom teacher (Headphones should always be used with these devices UNLESS the supervising adult has given permission otherwise).
 • Whenauthorized,atanyschool-sponsoredeventoractivitywherethestudentisunderthecontrol and supervision of a school-district employee.
 • Onschoolbuses,onlywhenauthorizedbytheindividualdriver.
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 UnAUTHORIZED USE • Duringanydrillorsituationthatcouldcompromisesafety(firedrill,severeweatherdrill,
 etc.)
 • Duringthetraditionalschooldayof7:25amand2:28pmininstructionalsettings,includingtheMediaCenter,ComputerLabs,StudyHalls,andHomeroom,withoutapproval from a supervising teacher or administrator.
 • Duringassemblies
 • Duringdetention.
 • Cameraoraudio/visualwithoutpermissionisSTRICTLYPROHIBITEDandviolatorsmay be prosecuted.
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 LEVELS OF OFFEnSES AnD COnSEQUEnCES
 LEVEL IThis is generally minor misbehavior on the part of the student which interferes with orderly
 classroom procedures or the orderly operation of the school. Behavior problems at this level are often handled by an individual staff member, even though there are times when the intervention of the principal is required. Repeat Level I offenses will result in a Level II disciplinary action.
 ProCEDurES• Thereisimmediateinterventionbythestaffmemberonsiteoronduty.• Anaccuraterecordoftheoffenseismade.• Theprincipalmaybenotifiedandintervene.• Parents/guardiansmaybenotified• Conflictmediationmaybeusedasappropriate
 ConSEquEnCE oPtIonS - one or more of the following will be used as consequences
 High school - 9-12• Confiscationofitem/restitution• Studentconferencewithprincipalorteacher• A.M.orP.M.detention• Timeoutroom• Temporarywithdrawlofprivileges
 • 3violationsoftheSOTDpolicyresultsinalossofprivilegeforonemonthandfurtherviolations resulting in loss of privileges for the school year
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 LEVEL IIThis level addresses misbehavior where frequency or seriousness tends to disrupt the learning
 climate of the classroom or school. These infractions often result from the continuation of Level I behavior and typically require the intervention of the principal because the execution of Level I options failed to correct the problem.
 ProCEDurES • Theprincipalisnotifiedoftheinfraction.• Theincidentisdocumented.• Theparent/guardiansarenotified.• Aparentconferencemaybeheld.• Confiscationofitem/restitution• Conflictmediationasappropriate
 CONSEqUENCE OPTIONS - Restitution is required. Discipline at Level II is assigned dependent upon the number of violations.
 High School – 9-12 • 1stviolation-Saturdaydetention
 • 2nd-Saturdaydetention(s);parentconferencerequested
 • 3rd-Saturdaydetention(s);studentlosesprivilegesforparticipationinsports,extracurricularactivities,anddances(includingProm)foramonth;studentlosesparkingprivileges for a month
 • 4th-OSS;studentlosesprivilegesforparticipationinsports,extracurricularactivities,anddances(includingProm)fortherestofyear;studentlosesparkingprivilegesfortherestoftheyear;HighSchooladministrativehearing
 • 5th-OSS;Parentalconference
 • 6th-OSS;PossibleAlternativeEducationplacement;possiblesuperintendenthearing;loss of commencement privileges
 • LossofSOTDprivilegesforaminimumofonemonth,withamaximumlossofprivilegesfor the remainder of the school year for an SOTD violation
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 LEVEL IIIInfractions at this level may include behavior previously addressed in Levels I and II.
 Additionally they may include acts that are directed against any person(s), property, or serious violations of the policies and procedures of Bethel Park School District. They may also include actions which break the law and may be punishable under the PA Crimes Code.
 ProCEDurES• Theprincipalinvestigatestheincidentandconferswiththeappropriatestaff.• Theincidentisdocumented.• Theprincipalmeetswiththestudent(s).• Theparents/guardiansarenotifiedandaconferenceisheld.• Confiscationofitem/restitutionfordamageisrequired
 ConSEquEnCE oPtIonS –One or more of the following will be used as consequences
 High School – 9-12• OSS(1-10days)
 • Lossofprivileges:sports,extracurricularactivities,dances,prom,commencement
 • ReferraltoBPmagistrate
 • ReferraltoBPpolice
 • ReferraltoSuperintendentand/orSchoolBoardforAlternativeEducationand/orexpulsion
 • LossofSOTDprivilegesfor1year
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 LEVEL I VIOLATIOnS
 Accessory to a ViolationStudents who serve as an accomplice to a discipline code violation are considered accessories.
 Students may not loiter near restrooms or in other areas of the school building/property serving as “look outs.”
 Cheating/Plagiarism No student shall intentionally utilize tricks, theft, impersonation, copying, or electronic devices
 to obtain improper access to answers or questions. Plagiarism is using the ideas or writings of another as one’s own. Plagiarism, a form of stealing, is cheating.
 • Anycaseofcheatingresultsinthestudent’sfailure(0%)forthatassignment,quizorexamination.
 • Parent/Guardianandanadministratorarenotifiedbytheteacher.
 Class Cut A class cut shall be defined as an unexcused absence from a scheduled class. Students
 who choose to “cut” class will be issued a “0” for all work missed during that class and will be disciplinedbytheprincipalinaccordancewithLevelIdiscipline.MultiplecutswillmovethisinfractiontoLevelII.Ifastudentcutsaclass4times,thestudentmayberemovedfromtheclasswith loss of credit for the course. If a student comes unexcused to class more than 10 minutes, it will be considered a class cut, and the student will be referred to the principal.
 Classroom DisturbanceBehavior that disrupts the educational setting are disturbances, shall include but are not limited
 to the following: fads, games, and hacky-sack.
 Defacing or Misuse of School Property The misuse or unauthorized use of school equipment is prohibited. Defacing any school
 property is prohibited. This includes littering, spitting (gum, food products, etc.) and writing on or painting and labeling school property.
 Distribution or Posting of Information All surveys, advertisements, announcements, publications, audio-visual materials and other
 forms of public communication intended for student distribution must have prior written administrative approval.
 Dress CodeAppropriate student dress and good grooming affect the efficient and orderly operation of the
 school. Basically, students must wear appropriate attire: shirt, pants, skirts, or dresses and shoes. Very short or tight clothing should not be worn. Shirts must cover the area of the body from theshoulderstothewaist.Garmentsmustnotbeoffensivewhilestanding,walkingorsitting.Hats are not to be worn inside a building. Any violations of the dress code are referred to an administrator. Students are required to correct the offensive dress by changing it before returning to class. It is recognized, however, that appropriate dress may be different depending upon the age of the student.
 • Atnotimeshouldundergarmentsbeseen.Pantsarenottobewornbelowhiplevel-skinor undergarments are not to be seen. All holes in jeans should be at fingertip length.
 • Studentsmaynotweargroupcolorsorinsignias,includingbandanasandgang-relatedclothing, that detract from the teaching/learning environment or that threaten the normal operation of the school.
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 • Studentsmaynotwearinappropriateclothingdepictingdrug,alcoholortobaccousageorproducts, sexual innuendo or suggestive language.
 • Studentsmaynotdisrupttheteaching/learningatmospherebyhairstyleordress.• Studentsmaynotwearsleepwear,pajamabottoms,orloungepants.• Studentsmaynotwearchainsorspikes.• Itisrecommendedthathatsshouldnotbewornintheclassroom.Hatswornonschool
 property are considered clothing and must not be offensive.• Forsafetyreasons,heelyshoes(withwheels)arenotpermittedatanyschool.Alsoforsafety
 reasons,studentsarestronglydiscouragedfromwearingsuchitemsassandals,flipflops,platform shoes, or spike heels.
 • Tanktops/tanktopdresses,haltertops/haltertopdresses,andtopswithspaghettistrapsmay not be worn unless under a shirt or sweater. Low-cut tops exposing the chest or shirts exposing the bare midriff are not permitted.
 • Thelengthofskirtsandshortsshouldbebelowfingertip.Whenstandingerectwithyourhands at your side, the length of the shorts or skirt should be below your fingertip.
 Administration and faculty have the right to question a student’s dress and take necessary action if an item is not specifically addressed above. Additionally, there are special approved student dress days that might provide some exceptions to the above like Spirit Week, Homecoming, or Pajama Days.
 DrivingDriving to school is a privilege, not a right. Parking passes will be revoked for infractions.
 StudentsmaynotparkinlotsatPurkey,IMS,orBladerunners.Studentsmustwearseatbelts.Reckless driving or speeding will be disciplined and drivers will be cited by the Bethel Park Police. See Bethel Park High School Parking Rules and Regulations.
 Electronic Devices – EducationalStudent use of electronic devices which are used for instructional or educational purposes
 may be used in classes with the teacher’s prior permission. Classroom teachers will decide what devices may be used, when they may be used, and how they may be used in the classroom. Students may not use any of these devices for recording purposes. Students who use such devices for entertainment or communication purposes or in any non-educational manner will have the device confiscated and held in the office until a parent picks up the device or the student completes the discipline assigned. Educational devices include, but are not limited to, laptops, PDAs, and calculators. Within the ever-changing world of technology, it may at times be appropriate to use other electronic devices for educational purposes. Bethel Park School District is not responsible for any educational electronic device brought to school by a student.
 Electronic Devices – Entertainment Student use of electronic devices for entertainment purposes are prohibited upon arrival on
 school property. Devices may be used after the end of the school day. Electronic entertainment devices are often stolen. It is highly recommended that students do not bring these devices to school. The school is not responsible for any electronic entertainment devices. Devices that are seen or heard will be confiscated and held in the high school office until a parent picks up the device or until the student completes the discipline assigned. Entertainment devices include, but arenotlimitedto,headsets/earphones,MP3players,Gameboys,andvideogames.
 Failure to serve detention FailuretoservedetentionautomaticallymovesthistoLevelIIandresultsinSaturday
 detention.
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 Misconduct: Bus, Cafeteria, Sporting Events All students are expected to behave in an orderly manner, especially on the bus, in the cafeteria,
 and at interscholastic sporting events. • Transportationtoandfromschoolisaprivilegeestablishedbythedistrict.Co-Curricular
 bus use is also a privilege. Student responsibility for school rules begins at the bus stop. Infractions such as unsafe behavior, disrespect, profanity, disorderly conduct, vandalism and the use of tobacco, alcohol or drugs may result in the following additional consequences: bus suspension and loss of bus privileges.
 • Propercafeteriaconductincludesclearingthetablearea,replacingchairsandreturningtrays.Foodmaynotbetakenoutofthecafeteriaunlessauthorized.
 • Fansupportisveryimportanttoourteams,butstudentsmustberespectfulofotherteamsand players. Students are expected to behave as courteous representatives of Bethel Park at all sporting events.
 Offensive/profane behaviors including language/materials/gesturesAny use of profanity or obscenity, written, verbal or nonverbal, including obscene, abusive,
 slanderous, disruptive and threatening language or gestures is unacceptable and will not be tolerated on school property. This could move to Level II depending upon severity of the behavior or language.
 Possession of Unacceptable ItemsStudents are not allowed to bring items to school that are disruptive or detrimental to the
 educational process. These items include, but are not limited to, lighters and items used for pranks.
 Public Display of AffectionPublic displays of affection are inappropriate and not permitted.
 Student Owned Technology Devices (SOTD)(See Student Owned Technology Devices Standards for Use on page 20)
 • AnyviolationofbypassingtheWI-FInetworktousethedevice’scarriersignal• AnyotherviolationofthispolicyimmediatelydeferstoaLevelIIorLevelIII.
 Tardy to class • Studentswhoareunexcusedtardytoclassformorethan10minutesoftheclassperiod,will
 be referred to the principal.• 1stand2ndunexcusedtardieswillbedealtwithbytheindividualclassroomteacher.
 Options include conference with student, detention, forfeiture of opportunity to earn credit for missed classroom activities/participation, referral to Time-Out room and/or parental phone call. Typically this is not a problem at the elementary level. Elementary students may receive lunch detention.
 • Uponthe3rdunexcusedtardy,thestudentwillbereferredtotheprincipal.• Subsequenttardieswillresultdisciplineoptionsofincreasingseverity.
 Throwing of Objects Students are not permitted to throw objects such as: snowballs, rocks, paper, food products, etc.
 If these actions cause injury, this moves to Level II. Such actions may also warrant a civil lawsuit by the injured party and a charge of disorderly conduct or simple assault.
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 Unauthorized Areas of Building (loitering): Students who are in an unassigned area in a building or on school grounds without the consent
 of a staff member are in an Unauthorized Area. These areas include the following areas: outside the building, in parking lots, in faculty rooms, in supply rooms, and in wooded areas adjacent to the school property.
 When students leave their assigned area, they must have a hall pass signed by a staff member and proceed directly to the specified destination. Students must obtain passes from destinations prior to a study hall in order to leave. Students who fail to have a hall pass are considered in an unauthorized area and are unexcused from class. Students must report to class and be excused by theclassroomteacherbeforeusingahallpass.Failuretoreceivepriorteacherapprovalwillbeconsidered an unexcused absence from class.
 Unauthorized eating or drinking of candy/food/beverage Refer to the School Board’s Wellness Policy for additional guidelines. Students may transport
 closed containers of food and beverage to the cafeteria. Open containers of food and drink are not permitted outside of the cafeteria and should not be brought into school. Any eating or drinking of candy/food/beverages outside of the cafeteria must be authorized by a principal.
 Unsafe BehaviorAny action or behavior that may cause harm or injury to self or to others.
 These behaviors include, but are not limited to the following: Shoving, pushing, running, jumping,throwing,tripping,giving“flattires,”wrestling,leapfrogging,piggy-backing.“De-Pantsing” will be treated as sexual harassment under Level II offenses.
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 LEVEL II VIOLATIOnS
 Communication Devices (Cell Phones) Student use of communication devices is prohibited upon arrival on school property. Cell
 phones must be turned off. Devices that are seen or heard will be confiscated and held in the office. Cell phones may be used after the school day. The parent/guardian may pick up the confiscated device in the office or the student may pick it up after completing the assigned discipline. Communication devices include cell phones or any other electronic device deemed by the administration to fall into this category. Additionally, for repeated violations, a student will be restricted from school activities for five days and be assigned additional detentions.
 Computer Usage and Internet Usage See School Board Policy Computer lab usage is a privilege. Students who abuse computer equipment, software or
 data are denied future usage of computers. Students are held liable for any damages and may beprosecuted.Onlycurricular-relatedfilesmaybesavedbystudentstotheiraccounts.Game-related programs or files are prohibited. Illegal use of the network, intentional deletion or damage to other’s files of data, copyright violations or theft of services is reported to appropriate legal authorities for possible prosecution. (School Board Policy - 853)
 In addition to this policy, general rules for behavior and communications apply when using the Internet. Vandalism, including harming another’s data, the Internet, or other networks, results in denial of access. This includes the uploading or creation of computer viruses.
 • LevelIIComputerViolation:Lossofcomputer/networkprivilegesforaminimumof1(one) month.
 • LevelIIIComputerViolation:Lossofcomputer/networkprivilegesfortherestoftheyear. Students, who are enrolled in a computer dependent course, where the successful completion of the course is based upon computer usage during class, will be withdrawn from the course.
 ForgeriesSigning a parent/guardian’s name to an excuse or misrepresenting a teacher or administrator’s
 permission/signature through a forgery is unethical and fraudulent.
 GamingGamblingandunauthorizedcardplayingbystudentsonschoolpropertyisprohibited.
 Harassment/bullying Bullying, physical, verbal, electronic, or relational intimidation of one student by another is not
 allowed or tolerated. Bullies seek power by putting others in distress in some way. Cyber bullying that impacts or interferes with the regular school day is also a violation of this discipline code.
 Harassment is defined as the intent to annoy or alarm another person for no legitimate purpose. Harassment of any type (verbal, sexual, physical, or written) is not tolerated. Expression that mocks or ridicules another person because of race, religious affiliation, handicap, gender, or national origin is also classified as harassment. Charges may be filed for disorderly conduct or harassment. Physical or sexual harassment moves to Level III according to Board policy. Behavior modification measures may also be taken. Additionally, students who witness harassment or bullying are required to report it. See Board Policy - 252
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 HazingAny activity that recklessly or intentionally endangers the mental health, physical health or safety
 of a student or causes willful destruction or removal of public or private property for the use of initiationormembershipisprohibited.SchoolBoardPolicy-247
 Incendiary Devices Students are not permitted to use incendiary devices such as lighters, matches, etc. Those items
 will be confiscated.
 InsubordinationInsubordination is defined as being in opposition to and in defiance of established authority.
 A student exhibiting insubordinate behavior is overbearing, offensive in conduct, insulting, or disrespectful. He/she refuses to identify himself/herself to school personnel.
 Leaving School Grounds Leaving school grounds during the school day without appropriate authorization is strictly
 prohibited.
 Physical altercation Aggressive physical behavior is prohibited. This behavior may result from a dispute or disagreement.
 Student Owned Technology Devices (SOTD)(See Student Owned Technology Devices Standards for Use on page 20)
 • AnyuseofanSOTDtodeliverrorshowinappropriatecontentwillbetreatedasaLevelIIviolation, but with the ability of the administrator to discipline at a Level III if the content warrants such.
 • AnyuseofanSOTDduringaclassorinstructionalenvironmentwithoutpriorpermissionfrom the instructor or administrator.
 • AnySOTDusedforthepurposeofcopying,plagaiarism,cheatingoneducationalmaterial,harassment, or bullying.
 Theft Taking anything that does not belong to you without paying for it or without appropriate
 permission is prohibited.Serious theft results in a Level III discipline and possible notification of civil authorities.
 Tobacco ProductsStudents’ possession or use of tobacco products including smokeless tobacco is prohibited. The
 Administration will confiscate all tobacco products and lighters/matches that the students possess during school hours. Refer to School Board Policy: 222.
 Trespassing After school hours students must be involved in a supervised activity or have the permission of a
 staff member to be on campus. Using the school building to play basketball on weekends, going on the roof of an elementary school, or entering a building without permission is prohibited.
 Truancy: On-campus and Off-Campus on Campus: Students who do not follow proper homeroom or tardy sign-in procedures and who then
 proceed to attend classes in a “selective” manner will be considered as “On-Campus Truant.” off-Campus: When parents are not aware of the student’s absence, this is considered “Off- Campus Truant.”In addition to the Level II consequences for both offenses, these students will be issued a “0” (zero grade) for all
 classes on the day in question.
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 LEVEL III VIOLATIOnS
 Alcohol and DrugsPossession, sale or use of alcohol or drugs on school district property or during school-
 sponsored activities is prohibited. Refer to the Controlled Substances and Paraphernalia Policy: 227.
 Assault • Aggravatedassault-Anyphysicalattackonastudentorschoolofficialisacrimeof
 aggravated assault and will result in a criminal charge.• SimpleAssault-Fighting-Astudentshallneitherintentionally,norrecklesslycause,
 attempt to cause, or threaten to cause injury. Students may not intentionally place another in fear of bodily injury or harm nor conduct him/herself in a way that could reasonably cause physical injury to any person.
 Disorderly ConductA student exhibits disorderly conduct when he/she engages in fighting, intends to cause public
 inconvenience, annoyance or alarm, or recklessly creates a risk. Depending upon the severity of the action, criminal charges may be imposed.
 Extortion, Blackmail, Coercion Extortion is defined as the obtaining of money, property or services by violence or threat of
 violence, or forcing someone to do something against their will. Students who extort, blackmail, or coerce may have charges filed against them.
 False Fire AlarmsDamage to or misuse of the fire alarm system, extinguishers, or other fire protection equipment
 is prohibited and may be penalized as a violation of the PA Criminal Code.
 FiresAny student igniting a fire is immediately referred to civil authorities. The possession of lighted,
 burning or ignited objects in any area of the school is a violation with a referral to civil authorities and a possible monetary fine.
 Harassment: Physical or SexualAccording to Board policy, physical or sexual harassment is a Level III violation. See definitions
 underLevelIIviolations.SchoolBoardPolicies248and252
 Indecent ExposureIndecent exposure is defined as the exposing of private body parts under circumstances that the
 student knows his/her conduct is likely to cause insult or alarm. This is a misdemeanor and may be referred to civil authorities. This applies to students on school property and at co-curricular or sports related activities.
 Student Owned Technology Devices (SOTD)(See Student Owned Technology Devices Standards for Use on page 20)
 • AnyuseofanSOTDtoaudio/videorecordorphotographanypersononschoolpropertywithout teacher or administrator permission. Depending on the severity of the action, criminal charges my be imposed.
 • AnyuseofanSOTDthatresultsinphysicaland/orsexualharassment.
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 Threats Threats (verbal, written or gestured) to school district employees and/or students are not
 tolerated.Forsevere,serious,orterroristicthreats,suchasbombthreats-seeSchoolBoardPolicy- 218.2
 VandalismThis is the destruction of school property such as: software, educational material, equipment,
 furniture, buses, buildings and facilities. This is also the destruction of private/employee property on or off school grounds. Students are responsible for loss or damage and the parent/guardian is heldliableforincurredfinancialloss.SchoolBoardPolicy-224
 WeaponsAny student found in possession of a weapon during school hours or during school-sponsored
 activities held on or off school property will immediately be reported to the local police. See School Board Policy - 218.1
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 Responsibility Training
 MissionEvery Bethel Park student is expected to demonstrate positive self-esteem, responsible behavior,
 commitment to family and community, attainable expectations, and the perseverance to achieve these expectations through honest endeavors to reach his/her maximum potential. Students should:
 • respectself,others,andthephysicalenvironment.• acceptresponsibilityforbehavior.• developselfmotivation.• actwithhonestyandintegrity.• beflexibleandtolerant.• exhibitapositiveattitudeandasenseofhumor.• striveforexcellence.
 However, when students refuse to make a commitment to become responsible for their behavior, then action must be taken. The following information describes the Time-Out procedure and subsequent disciplinary actions.
 time-out PhilosophyThe goal of the Responsibility Training and the Time-Out concept is to provide an atmosphere
 that allows the students to evaluate the behavior(s) they have chosen, to learn that they are responsible for their choices, and to develop the skills to make more effective choices. The primary purpose of Time-Out is not to punish the students but to remove them temporarily from the situation where the problem has occurred. The atmosphere of Time-Out is positive and not coercive to increase the likelihood that the student will evaluate the behavior that he/she is choosing, learn that he/she is responsible for his/her choices and help him/her develop the skills to make more effective choices.
 time-out PlanA student’s Time-Out plan is written explanation of the positive changes in behavior that
 the student will make to enable him/her to return to the classroom and to reestablish a positive learning attitude.
 time-out Procedures
 Classroom time-out• Verbal In this first step the teacher handles student problems on a one-to-one basis with the
 individual student. This conversation includes a verbal commitment by the student to follow the teacher’s classroom rules as well as the school rules.
 • Written The classroom teacher may isolate the student within the classroom. Time-Out is not a
 punishment. It is an opportunity to allow separation from the group so that the student may plan alternative behaviors. The student writes a plan acceptable to both the teacher and the student.

Page 36
						
						

34
 time-out roomWhen teachers have exhausted reasonable efforts to help students change irresponsible behavior,
 the Time-Out Room provides an opportunity for the student to be separated from the classroom environment. In the Time-Out Room, students develop an action plan describing new, more responsible behavior. They are assisted by a certified teacher. If a student cannot complete an acceptable plan during the period when they were sent, they will return to the Time-Out Room the next day to finish. The student is responsible for making up all class work (including examinations) missed while in Time-Out.
 Students are referred to the Time-Out Room for the following reasons:• Ifastudentspendsmorethan1fullperiodinClassroomTime-Out.(Seeabove)• If,intheteacher’sprofessionalopinion,thestudent’sbehaviordemandsimmediateremoval
 from the classroom.• Ifastudenthasn’tcompletedanacceptableplanfromthepreviousday.
 The principal may follow up Time-Out referrals by checking the effectiveness of the student’s plan with both the classroom teacher and the student. The principal may refer the student to the Student Assistance Team because of repeated visits to the Time-Out Room. The following process is in effect for students who are sent repeatedly to the Time-Out Room:
 • 3timesinTime-OutRoom-- Theprincipalsendsalettertotheparents/guardiansnotifying them of the situation. This could result in a possible meeting of the student, teacher(s), and principal. Upon teacher recommendation, after the fourth situation involving classroom disturbances with the same student, the student will be removed from the class. In this case the student earns no credit for the course.
 • 6timesinTime-OutRoom-- Theprincipalcallsparents/guardianstoarrangeameetingwith the student, teacher(s), and principal.
 StudentswhohavebeenintheTime-OutRoommorethan6timeswillbesenteverytimethereafter to the appropriate principal. The principal will call the parents/guardians. The student may be required to participate in a behavior management group. In addition, other disciplinary actions will be taken.
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 I, _________________________________________have reviewed the
 Bethel Park High School Discipline/Attendance Code of Conduct for the
 2013-2014schoolyearon________________.
 _______________________________
 Student Signature
 _______________________________
 Date
 _______________________________
 Homeroom Teacher Initials
 Homeroom Teacher: Please collect this student receipt inhomeroomandreturnbySeptember6,2013.
 S t udent Receipt
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Bullying/Harassment PolicyBethel Park School District
 Bethel Park High School
 Purpose • Allstudentshavetherighttoattendschoolandexperience abully/harassment-freeenvironment
 Definition • “Bullyingorharassment”isanyintentionalorrepeatedwritten, verbal,graphicorphysicalact.
 • Bullying/harassmentarebehaviorswhichinterferewith educationalopportunitiesand/orschool-sponsoredactivities ofoneormoreindividuals.
 Responsibility • Activeandpassivesupportofbullying/harassmentisprohibited. Innowayarestudentstoengageinanyofthesebehaviors.
 • Bystandersareresponsibletoconstructivelystoptheseacts andreportthesebehaviorstostaff/administrators.
 • Staffmembersarerequiredtoreportincidencesofbullying/harassmenttotheappropriateadministratororschoolpreventionteam.
 Offenses • AnyviolationofthispolicyissubjecttotheCodeofConductand
 appropriatereferraltotheBethelParkPoliceDepartment.
 Effective 1/1/2009
 For a more detailed report, please log on to www.bpsd.org to find the School Board Policy 252 Student Bullying/Harassment.
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The Bethel Park School District in cooperation with other South Hills area high schools have adopted a policy of Zero Tolerance toward the following:
 • Weapons• Violence• Drugs/alcohol• Harassment
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