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2
 Applied Linguistics and TESOL at Swansea University
 Welcome to the applied linguistics department and the MA TESOL programme at Swansea University. Swansea has built and maintains an international reputation for research and training in applied linguistics. In addition to our influential research in vocabulary studies, our expertise covers second language acquisition, language assessment and pedagogy, bilingualism, corpus linguistics, descriptive and pedagogical grammar, sociolinguistics, and discourse analysis. All teaching in the Department is informed by staff research activity. An exciting programme of research seminars, conferences and performances makes the Department a stimulating environment.
 In the 2014 UK Government REF rankings, research in English and applied linguistics at Swansea was rated 7th in the UK and 1st in Wales, with a high proportion of Swansea’s research judged ‘internationally excellent’ or ‘world leading’.
 The MA TESOL at Swansea University
 The MA TESOL is designed to provide prospective or experienced teachers of English as a foreign or second language with sound foundations in the theory and practice of English language teaching today; to raise their awareness of structural and discourse-level aspects of the English language, and of how these should inform language teaching; and to provide prospective or experienced teachers with the tools to meaningfully reflect on their own practices.
 The MA TESOL requires completion of 180 credits. The ‘taught’ component of the programme (Part 1) comprises 120 credits, distributed over two terms / semesters (for full-time students). Each module is worth 20 credits, so students take six modules overall. The ‘directed independent learning’ component (Part 2) is 60 credits and consists of a Dissertation (requiring completion of an empirical research project) or a Portfolio of language teaching materials. Full-time students complete Part 1 in two terms; part-time students over four terms.
 This brochure outlines the structure of the programme and provides an overview of modules content. While every effort is made to ensure that information in this document is up-to-date, the Department reserves the right to revise or discontinue degree schemes or modules, and to amend regulations and procedures at any time.
 For information on term dates, visit:
 www.swansea.ac.uk/the-university/world-class/semesterandtermdates/
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Undergraduate modules available to Visiting StudentsProgramme
 Semester OneModules
 ALEM18 Vocabulary: teaching and learning
 ALEM20 Second Language Acquisition
 ALEM36Grammatical Analysis
 ALEM22 Communicative Language Teaching
 Semester TwoModules
 ALEM21 Discourse Analysis for ELT
 ALEM19 Research Methods for ELT
 ALEM32 Classroom Teaching Practice
 ALEM34 Young Language Learners
 Semester Three Modules
 ALEM15Dissertation OR
 ALED00Portfolio
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Page 4
						

SEMESTER ONE MODULES
 ALEM18 Vocabulary: teaching and learning Level : M Credits: 20Taught: Semester 1Module Co-ordinator: Professor JL Milton
 Synopsis
 In this module we will explore the nature of vocabulary and the difficulties associated with defining and categorizing the "Word". We will examine and identify word components, and look at the ways in which larger language chunks- groups of words- sometimes behave like single vocabulary items. We will analyse what is meant by word knowledge and the various facets of this and in the light of this whether it is realis-tic to measure how many words a person knows. We will look at models of the L2 lexicon and use this as a basis for the investigation of the manner in which to teaching the reading, writing, listening and speaking of foreign language lexis.
 ALEM20 Second Language AcquisitionLevel : M Credits: 20Taught: Semester 1Module Co-ordinator: Dr VE Rogers
 Synopsis
 This module examines some key topics in second language acquisition relevant to the L2 classroom. Topics include:
 • Working memory and SLA• Aptitude and individual differences• Learning strategies• Transfer effects
 4
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SEMESTER ONE MODULES
 5
 ALEM22 Communicative Language Teaching Level : M Credits: 20Taught: Semester 1Module Co-ordinator: Mrs FH Hardy
 Synopsis
 This module covers basic principles, philosophy and historical development of theory of learning and theory of language learning leading to the communicative approach to language teaching. It addresses the current debate about methods and methodologies in the context of English as an international language.
 ALEM36 Grammatical Analysis (compulsory)Level: MCredits: 20Taught: Semester 1Module Co-ordinator: Dr F Barbieri
 Synopsis
 This module provides a descriptive overview of English grammar. It surveys English grammatical structures and the major patterns of language use from a grammatical perspective, taking a descriptive, register perspective. While the module is not designed as either a survey of grammatical theories, or a course in ESL methods for grammar instruction, it will offer opportunities for discussion of classroom teaching implications, particularly when we look at the discourse/register characteristics of grammatical features.
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 SEMESTER TWO MODULES
 ALEM21 Discourse Analysis for ELT (compulsory)Level : M Credits: 20Taught: Semester 2 Module Co-ordinator: Dr. F Barbieri
 Synopsis
 This module introduces students to key issues and approaches in discourse analysis, with a particular focus on those approaches which are suited to direct applications to language teaching. We will read original empirical studies, practice applications of these approaches in and outside of class, and discuss their implications and applications in language teaching. Assessed projects require students to collect and analyze original data, applying the approaches and methods covered in the module.
 ENAM00 Classroom Teaching Practice Level : M Credits: 20Taught: Semester 2 Module Co-ordinator: Mrs FH Hardy
 Synopsis
 Practical supervised and assessed English language teaching module open to teachers with qualifications below Cambridge TESOL or equivalent in which students apply, practice and critically appraise teaching methods and principles of MA TEFL in actual classrooms. Required preparation for ENAM01 Professional Reflective Practice.
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 SEMESTER TWO MODULES
 ALEM34 Young Language Learners Level : M Credits: 20Taught: Semester 2 Module Co-ordinator: Dr G DonzelliTeaching Method: Taught/Lecture Based
 Synopsis
 This is a module about young language learners and the way children acquire a second language in instructional settings. From the study of theories of first and second language acquisition, students will move on to the analysis of the classroom environment and focus on issues such as classroom management, resources and materials for the low level young learner classroom.
 ALEM19 Research Methods for ELT Level : M Credits: 20Taught: Semester 2 Module Co-ordinator: Professor JL Milton Teaching Method: Taught/Lecture Based
 Synopsis
 Required module for MA TEFL candidates. An introduction to relevant principles and some techniques in language teaching research contexts. Assessed by a limited and guided research project.
 Theory underlying and practical guidelines for research in ELT contexts. Research ethics.Collecting and analysing data.Case study research.Surveys, questionnaires.Descriptive and inferential statisticsParametric and non-parametric tests of significanceCorrelations and regression analysisDesigning, carrying out and reporting on a limited practical project in ELT, which could stand alone or be built on further for the dissertation.
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SEMESTER THREE MODULES
 ALEM15 Dissertation Level : M Credits: 60Taught: Semester 3 Module Co-ordinator: Dr F Barbieri
 Synopsis
 Students take this module as Part Two of the MA in TEFL. They will undertake small scale research projects and write a dissertation explaining the background to the project, presenting the meth-odology and results and discussing the results linking them to other work in the field. Topic by close consultation and specific agreement with module co-ordinator, or designate. Indidualized TEFL-related project by agreement before defined deadlines. Topics will normally be practically related to the aspects of TEFL practice that involve the candidate professionally.
 OR
 ALED00 Professional Reflective Practice Level : M Credits: 60Taught: Semester 3 Module Co-ordinator: Mrs F H Hardy
 Synopsis
 This module is a practical alternative for English language teachers with qualifications below Camb TESOL Diploma level or equivalents. Assessment is based on submission of an original Learner Profile, Materials file, and English language Test.
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