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Title: Cov Lus Tseg Cia (The Words Left Behind)Theme:“Preserving Our Past, Paving Our Future”
 SubMessage: Txawm peb muaj thiab tsis muaj niam muaj txiv thiab txawm peb musnyob rau lwm lub tebchaws lawm los, peb yuav tsum kaws peb cov keeb kwm Hmoobcia kom zoo.
 Characters
 Hli Tsa / Lydia: Yolei Lee Yang
 Older/Young Npliaj (Blia): Geng Lee
 Secretary: Gina Thao
 Doctor: Nikita Vang
 Blake: Josh Baxa
 Kajsiab: Stacy Moua
 Tsimnuj: Jenew Yang
 Nujtxeeg: Roung Lee
 Blaidej: May Yang
 Phauj Maiv: Phoua Yang
 Npawg Xue: Jenew Yang
 Npawg Toua: Junchi Vang
 Npawg Narbin: Mungy Morgan Vang
 Zoua: Sheng Thao
 Kab Noog: Gina Thao
 Phauj Kaus: Nikita Vang
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MCs: (15min intro) Start at 12:00PM sharp. Curtains Closed [lights ON]
 [BEGINNING:]
 PA: Welcome everyone to this year’s Hmong Minnesota Student Association’sHeritage Day. My name is Pa Lee and this my partner Souvan Lee, who also goesby the name Sam; we are your host for today’s show. A few things about us: Irecently graduated from this University with a doublemajor in Business,Marketing Education, and Human Resource Development. I am currently a staff inthe Multicultural Center for Academic Excellence. Sam is currently a studentin his last year studying Political Science. His career inspiration is to be alawyer.
 SAM: Nyob zoo ib tsoom niam txiv kwv tij neej sawvdaws, cov phooj cov ywg, covtus cov kis, txhua leej txhua tus. Peb zoo siab hais tias nej sawvdaws tseemtso nej tej dej nuj cia es tuaj koom peb lub Koom Txoos Heritage Day hnub nothiab. Nws lub npe hu as Paaj xeem Lis. (Sam) Kuv lub npe hu ua Souvan Samxeem Lis, wb yog nej ob tug MC uas yuav los coj kev lom zem hnub no. Tsaib noPaj kawm tias plaub xyoo ntawm lub tsev kawm ntawv no. Nws kawm txog txoj kevuas txais haujlwm thiab tamsim no nws ua haujlwm hauv lub University no. Kuvtabtom kawm txog Nom Tswv Meskas es lwm hnub kuv xav ua ib tug kws lijchoj.
 PA: Moving on, let us give you information on the Hmong Minnesota StudentAssociation. This nonprofit student organization was established in 1986 witha mission to promote, preserve, and maintain the Hmong culture and heritage.The organization holds monthly general meetings and workshops to bringtogether Hmong students and community members to engage in open discussionabout community and cultural changes and issues.
 SAM: Lub koom haum Hmong Minnesota Student Association no tau tawm tsam thaum1986. Thaum ntawd, cov tub ntxhais hluas es tuaj kawm hauv lub University ofMN no xav nrhiav tswvyim los sib pab sib txhawb thiab khaws cia peb Hmoob tejkab li kev cai. Txhua txhua hli lub koom haum no yeej caw los sablaj sib thamseb peb yuav txhawb nka peb haiv Hmoob lub neej yav toj nteb li cas.
 PA: With that being said, the vision for this 2011 to 2012’s HMSA board is“Preserving our past, paving our future,” which has been incorporated intothis year’s Heritage Day theme. The title for this year’s play is: Cov LusTseg Cia which in English means: The Words Left Behind. Let’s have the 12 HMSAboard members come to the stage and introduce themselves.
 SAM: Xyoo no, HMSA lub hom phiaj yog “Nco txog Hmoob keeb kwm, tuav peb lubneej tamsim no, nthuav peb lub neej yav tom ntej. Hnub no HMSA tseem tau npajib zaj yeebyam rau peb saib hu ua “Cov Lus Tseg Cia.” Tabsis ua ntej peb pib,wb thov caw cov tus ntxhais hluas uas tuav lub koom haum HMSA los sawv saum nothiab piav mentsis txog lawv tus kheej kom peb sawdaws thiaj paub lawv.
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[[Board enters left side of stage, starting with Jono (President) and isfollowed by other execs then cochair positions. All board members introducethemselves in Hmong and English. (Name, Year, Major, and Position on board).Board exits left stage (same way they entered).]]
 PA: In addition to the board, we are pleased to introduce their advisor, BeeVangMoua. Bee VangMoua is currently the Director of Hmong Program in theAsian Languages and Literature Department. Besides her work in supportingstudents and structuring the Hmong language curriculum, Bee teaches Universitystudents in the classroom. Prior to her work at the University of Minnesota,Bee worked and collaborated with Wilder Foundation, Girl Scouts of Minnesotaand Wisconsin River Valleys, as well as Saint Paul Public Schools. She iscurrently on the board of Hmong Language Collaborative of Minnesota and theHead of Forms committee, working to formalize and standardize Hmong Languagecurriculum.
 SAM: Tsis tab li ntawv, wb xav caw Xibfwb Npib xeem Muas. Nws yog ib tug uasua haujlwm hauv lub tev kawm ntawv no thiab pab txhawb nka lub kooom haum HMSAno. Hauv lub University no, Xibfwb Npib pab qhia ntawv hmoob rau cov thwjtimuas tuaj kawm ntawv hauv no.
 [Bee comes on stage to welcome the audience]
 PA: Thank you Bee for the warm welcome. Before we begin the show, we wouldlike to inform you that the exit doors are behind you to the right and theleft. To locate the restrooms, they are out the exit door in the hallway.Without further ado, let “Cov Lus Tseg Cia: The Words Left Behind” begin.[[MC’s exit stage right.]]
 SAM: Ua ntej peb pib, yog nej xav mus siv chav dej, thov nej tawm cov roojntawm nej sab laug.
 MC’s exit stage right.
 01 >> FATHER’S DOCTOR VISIT
 Curtains open, [Dimmed light stage to all lights ON]
 * Stage is split in half with 1 divider. Stage Right is the clinic and thestage left is the doctor’s office.
 Audio: “office sounds”
 NPLIAJ enters from stage left to the SECRETARY’s desk, center, at the clinicfor his doctor appointment.
 4
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SECRETARY: [There are several phone sounds in the background. Rummagingthrough paper.] Nyob zoo. Koj lub npe hu ua li cas? (Hello. What’s your name?)
 TXIV NCHAIV NPLIAJ: Nchaiv Npliaj Muas.
 SECRETARY: Koj teem nrog rau pes tsawg hmo? (What time is your appointment?)
 TXIV NCHAIV NPLIAJ: [in Hmong] 11:00am.
 SECRETARY: Koj tuaj saib tus kws kho mob twg? (Who are you here to see?)
 TXIV NCHAIV NPLIAJ: Kwv kho mob Ntxawm Yaj. (Doctor Yer Yang.)
 SECRETARY: [checks computer] Kuv twb tau koj cov ntawv lawm. Kwv khob mob haistias koj tsis tas xees cov ntawv no. Yeej tsis tau muaj dabtsi pauv txij lihnub koj tauj lawm. (I already have your information. The doctor says youdon’t have to fill out a new form. Nothing has changed since your last visit?)
 TXIV NCHAIV NPLIAJ: Aws.
 SECRETARY: [gestures] Yog li ntawv, koj kavtsij mus zaum ua ntej. Peb mam lipab koj tib pliag. (Please take a seat. We’ll get you situated right away.)
 NPLIAJ sits down and pulls a magazine from side table to read
 After a few minutes of checking the phone and other patients, SECRETARY standsup and calls for NPLIAJ
 SECRETARY: Txiv Nchaiv Npliaj?
 TXIV NCHAIV NPLIAJ: [looks up] Nyob no os.
 SECRETARY: Nrog kuv mus pes no.
 TXIV NCHAIV NPLIAJ: Auv, ua li ntawd os.
 SECRETARY takes NPLIAJ to the room where DOCTOR NTXAWM YANG will examine him
 SECRETARY leaves, and DOCTOR NTXAWM YANG soon arrives
 DOCTOR NTXAWM YANG: Nyob Zoo Txiv Npliaj [shakes his hand] Kuv twb saib kojcov ntaub ntawv kho mob tag lawm. [flips open vanilla folder] Yav tag los,thaum koj tuaj kuaj ntshav peb hais tias koj tsis xis neej. Yog li ntawd pebthiaj li xav xa koj cov ntshav mus kuaj rau tom lub tsev kho mob loj. Lawv rovqab xa cov ntawv tuaj txog lawm. Lawv tshawb tau hais tias koj muaj ib tug kabmob nyob rau hauv koj lub cev. (Hello Txiv Npliaj. I looked at your medicalinformation already. Back then, when you came to check your blood we told youthat you were sick. We then decided to send your blood samples to the bigger
 5
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hospital. They sent the test back. They found that you have a disease in yourbody.)
 TXIV NCHAIV NPLIAJ: Kws kho mob, kuv muaj mob licas nooj? (Doctor, what is mysickness?)
 DOCTOR NTXAWM YANG: Lawv tshawb tau hais tias, koj muaj mob nyob rau koj lubraum. Tsis tas li ntawd, koj muaj kev nyuaj siab ntau heev. Txiv NchaivNpliaj, kuv yuav sau ib cov tshuaj rau koj coj mus noj, saib seb koj puas yuavzoo. Txij nov mus, kuv xav kom koj noj koj cov tshuaj, thiab so kom txaus.Tsis txhob ua hauj lwm hnyav, vim hais tias koj lub cev tsis muaj zog lawm.(They discovered that you have kidney disease. You also have a lot of stress.Txiv Nchaiv Npliaj, I will prescribe you some medication to see if it willhelp. Starting today, I want you to take your medication regularly and restwell. Don’t work too hard because your body is not as strong as before.)
 TXIV NCHAIV NPLIAJ: [sigh] Kws kho mob, puas yog hais tias kuv tus mob lojheev lawm. Kuv tsis muaj sij hawm ntev lawm puas yog? (Doctor, is it that mydisease is big now? I don’t have much time, right?)
 DOCTOR NTXAWM YANG: Tam sim no, peb tseem tsis tau paub txog koj tus mob zoo.Tiam sis nws tsis tshua zoo heev. kuv mam hais rau koj paub ntxiv tom qab pebntsuam xyuas me ntsis ntxiv tag. Tiam sis puas muaj neeg uas kuv yuav tivtaujtau kom pab saib koj thaum koj nyob tom tsev? (As of right now, we are unsureof your condition. But it is not looking very good. I will give you an updateabout your condition after we run more tests. But is there anyone I cancontact who can look over you during your stay at home?)
 TXIV NCHAIV NPLIAJ: Kuv muaj ib tug ntxhais tiam sis kuv tsis xav txob nws.Yog li no, thov hu kuv tus muam nws yuav yog tus saib xyuas kuv. (I have adaughter, but I don’t want to trouble her. So please call my sister, she willbe the one who will be looking over me.)
 DOCTOR NTXAWM YANG: Tau kawg os, thov muab nws lub npe thiab xov tooj rau kuv.[Dad writes number down on paper.] Wb mam sib ntsib dua lwm lub hlis os. Ncontsoov coj koj tus muam tuaj rau lwm zaus. (Sure thing, please give me hercontact information. We will meet again next month. Be sure to bring yoursister in too.)
 TXIV NTXAWM NPLIAJ: Ua li, kuv mam coj nws tuaj. Sib ntsib dua lwm zaus.(Okay, I will bring her in. See you next time.)
 NPLIAJ slowly gets up to leave
 DOCTOR NTXAWM YANG: Nov yog daim ntawv mus nqa tshuaj, nqa mus rau tus kwsmuab tshuaj, lawv mam muab tshuaj rau koj. Kuv paub tias nws yuav nyuab heevrau koj tiam sis tsis txhob xav ntau ntau. Thov so hauj lwm thiab so komtxaus. Kuv twb sau tshuaj noj pab tua tus kab mob lawm thiab ib co tshuaj noj
 6

Page 7
						
						

rau koj cov ntshav siab thiab kev nyuab siab. (Here is your prescriptionsheet. Bring it to the pharmacist and they will fill your prescription foryou. I know what you’re going through is tough, but try not to think too muchabout it. Please take time off work and get some rest, okay? I’ve alreadyprescribed you some medications to fight the infection and some pills to helpyou with your high blood pressure and depression.)
 TXIV NCHAIV NPLIAJ: Ua tsaug nawb kws kho mob. (Thank you, doctor.)
 DOCTOR NTXAWM YANG: Tsis uas li cas os. Mus koj ho tuaj os. [Both DOCTORNTXAWM YANG and NPLIAJ shake hand] (It’s ok. Please come again.)
 [Light follows NPLIAJ as he walks through the wall to other half ofstageright side]
 Curtain Closed
 02 >> FIANCE DINNER & CONVERSATION WITH FATHER
 Stage crew sets up Lydia’s bedroom on Stage left and Living Room on stageright.
 Curtain Open
 TXIV NCHAIV NPLIAJ: Ouuuuuuuuuh, ua cas kuv yuav mob ua luaj li, ua cas kuvyuav tsis muaj hmoo li. [Looks at his wife’s photo] Koj niam aw, yog hais tiaskoj tseem muaj txoj sia nyob, Kuv yeej tsis txhawj txog txoj kev mob nkeeg tasnpaum no thiab kuv yeej tsis txhawj txog wb tus me Hli Ntsa. Nws yuav ua licas nyob yog tias tsis muaj kuv lawm? Ziag no, kuv yuav ua li cas? [looks sad,lays on the bed to go to sleep](Ohhh, Why am I so sick, why am I so unlucky. If only you were still alive Iwouldn’t be so worry about being sick and I wouldn’t worry about Hli Ntsa. Howis she going to function without me around? What should I do now?)
 [Lights fade to dim]
 [Bottom lights on Girl and fiance]
 * Lydia and Blake enter stage right on ground level; They were just on a date
 LYDIA: We should make dinner again, soon.
 BLAKE: Yeah, we should. I had so much fun tonight. What was your favorite partof the night?
 LYDIA: It was the lobster for sure.
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BLAKE: What? I thought us celebrating our 4 year anniversary was special.Lydia interrupts
 LYDIA: Yeah, I guess we shouldn’t neglect the romantic part of the night.
 * They both chuckle and enter left stage and they walk in from the side stepsto enter house on stage
 Audio: “Door opens”
 [All lights fade back on]
 TXIV NCHAIV NPLIAJ: [speaking gently] Hli Ntsa, koj los tsev lawm los? Koj musqhov twg los? (Hli Ntsa, you are home now? Where did you go?)
 LYDIA: Aws, kuv los tsev lawmos. Kuv thiab Nplej nyuam qhuav mus noj mov los.(Yes, I am back. Blake and I went to eat.)
 BLAKE: Hi Mr. Moua, How are you?
 TXIV NCHAIV NPLIAJ: [Hmong accent and shy] Umm.. Hmm.. Good, good.. Sit ..sit. Would you like something to drink?
 BLAKE: [sits down] No, thank you Mr. Moua, I’m okay. [looks around the room]So, how about the Vikings? They could be doing a lot better.
 TXIV NCHAIV NPLIAJ: I don’t like the Vikings. I like the Packers. [a smallsmiles starts to show across his face]
 BLAKE: [chuckles a bit] Ummm, Mr. Moua, if you don’t mind, both Lydia and Iwould love for you to go to dinner with us sometime soon... [No reply fromNPLAIJ  but a nod] Well, it’s getting late and I should get going. It wasgreat to see you again Mr. Moua. [shakes hand again with NPLIAJ] Lydia, I willcall you tonight.
 LYDIA nods and smile. LYDIA goes off stage with BLAKE.
 LYDIA: I’ll walk you out. Good night, Blake.
 BLAKE exits
 LYDIA walks back towards Txiv Npliaj
 TXIV NCHAIV NPLIAJ: Me ntxhais, lwm zaus koj tsis txhob mus lig lig lawm nawb?Koj yog ib tug ntxhais, mus lig lig luag tej saib tsis tau. (Daughter, nexttime don’t go so late, ok?)
 LYDIA: Tabsis kuv txiv, wb tsuas yog mus noj mov xwb na. Nyuam qhuav yog kaum8
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moo xwb, twb tsis tau lig. (But Dad... It was only dinner... Right now is onlyten o’clock.)
 TXIV NCHAIV NPLIAJ: Licas los, kuv tsis xav kom koj mus ua si lig lig os.(Either way, I don’t want you being out so late.)
 LYDIA: [sighs] Yesssss Dad... Ua cas koj yuav nquag hais kuv ua luaj. Kuv twbmuaj nees nkaum ob xyoo lawm na. (Yesssss Dad... Why do you always lecture meabout going out late? I am 22 years old already.)
 TXIV NCHAIV NPLIAJ: Aws, aws. Lig lig lawm ces mus pw ma. (It’s late. Go tosleep.)
 LYDIA walks to her room, sits on the bed after glancing at the door, and thengoes to sleep
 NPLIAJ is sitting on the couch, looks sad, waits for LYDIA’s lights to go off
 [Stage left lights dim]
 NPLIAJ looks at the room. He is already seated on a chair. He stands up andgoes to LYDIA’s room. LYDIA is asleep. He sits beside her on the bed.
 TXIV NCHAIV NPLIAJ: Me ntxhais, kuv xav thov txim. Tsuas yog...kuv ntshaitsam... koj ho mus yuav tau tus neeg txawv ces nws tsis hlub koj xwb. Koj twbtsis muaj niam lawm  thaum kuv ncaim lawm ces yuav tsis muaj leejtwg li. Kuvtsis tau hais rau koj tiam sis...kuv lub sij hawm tsis tshuav ntev lawm. Nwstsis yog tias kuv tsis hlub koj, me ntxhaisleej twg yuav hlub koj yog tsismuaj kuv lawm? Tej laus niaj txwg piv txoj lug tias ua qoob ua loo los npajtshaib, tu tub tu kis los npaj laus  ntshe zaum no, kuv yuav ncaim koj musces kuv yuav tsis tau noj kuv me ntxhais lub dag zog khwv. Ntshe zaum no txivyuav tseg nws ua ntsuag tiag tiag li.
 (Daughter, I want to say sorry. It’s just .. I’m scared that .. you’re goingto marry someone different (nonHmong) and he won’t love you. You don’t have amom  no one when I’m gone. I haven’t told you but .. my time here won’t lastany longer. It’s not that I don’t love you, daughter  but if there isn’t me,who is going to love you? People always say parents will love you the most.Right now, daughter, you won’t have a father. The harsh way and orphanage willsoon come your way.)
 Me ntxhais, kuv xav thov lub txim ntawm koj nawb. Ziag no, txiv ua tsis tau litxiv lub luag haujlwm  hlub tsis tau kuv tus me ntxhais mus ntxiv lawm. Txijli hnub yug tau koj los, koj yeej tsis muaj niam tus koj, khwv rau koj noj.Tsuas muaj kuv ib sab ua niam, ib sab ua txiv xwb. Thov koj zam lub txim raukuv nawb. Me ntxhais  yog tsis muaj txiv lawm  zaum no, leejtwg thiaj yuavhlub koj. Thov txim. Kuv twb npaj tau rau koj lub neej lawm  kuv yog kojtxiv kuv ntshai rwg tias yuav tsis muaj leejtwg hlub koj. Tsuas yog leej niam
 9
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thiab leej txiv xwb, uas yuav hlub tau koj.
 (Daughter, I want to say sorry to you because I’m not like other fathers whodisplay affection toward their daughters. From the day you were born, youdidn’t have a mom who could feed you  I just raised you. I want you toforgive me. Daughter  now, without a dad. Now, who will love you? .. Sorry. Ithought and prepared for your life ahead  I’m just your dad  I’m scared thatno one will love you. Just your mom and dad will love you.)[Lights DIM to dark]
 Curtains Close
 03 >> FATHER’S LECTURE
 Set up Dad’s room on stage right and kitchen on stage left
 [Lights fade to all on]
 Curtains Open
 NPLIAJ walks into the kitchen, sits by the table and is about to start eatingbreakfast. He begins to talk to LYDIA.
 TXIV NCHAIV NPLIAJ: Me ntxhais. (Daughter)
 LYDIA: Hav? (What?)
 TXIV NCHAIV NPLIAJ: Kuv xav nrog koj tham. (I want to talk to you.)
 LYDIA: Txiv koj xav tham dab tsi. (Dad, what do you want to talk about.)
 TXIV NCHAIV NPLIAJ: Kuv xav tham txog Nplej. (I want to talk to you aboutBlake.)
 LYDIA: Wb twb tau tham ntau zaus lawm ne. Kuv tsis xav sib cav txog qhov novlawm. Kuv yog neeg muaj hnub nyoog txaus lawm, kuv muaj peev xwm txiav tximtau kuv tus kheej lawm na. (We’ve talked about it many times already. I don’twant to argue about this anymore. I’m an adult now, I can make my owndecisions.)
 TXIV NCHAIV NPLIAJ: Koj yog kuv ib leeg ntxhais, kuv xav kom koj nrhiav tau ibtug neeg uas yuav saib xyuas tau koj. (You are my daughter and I want to makesure that you find someone who can take good care of you.)
 LYDIA: Tiamsis kuv txiv, nws twb saib xyuas tau kuv ne. (But dad, he does takecare of me.)
 TXIV NCHAIV NPLIAJ: Koj tsis ntshai tsam luag hais yus los? (Aren’t you afraid10
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of what people are going to say?)
 LYDIA: Txiv kuv tsis quav ntsej txog yam uas lwm tus hais li. Qhov lawv haistsis tseem ceeb rau kuv. (Dad, I don’t care about what anyone says. What theysay doesn’t matter.)
 TXIV NCHAIV NPLIAJ: [heavy breathing at the end] Vim hais tias kuv yog kojtxiv, kuv thiaj li txhawj txhawj koj es kuv thiaj li hais koj npaum li no losmas. Kuv twb tu koj thaum koj tseem yog menyuam mos liab lawm nab, ua cas kojyuav mus tawv ncauj ua luaj? [coughs] Mloog kuv hais, Nplej hlub koj tabsisnws tsis yog Hmoob. Kuv xav kom koj mus yuav ib tug tub Hmoob. Nws thiaj liyog tus yuav hlub koj thiab yuav hlub tau koj tsev neeg.
 (Because I am your father and I worry about you that is why I lecture you. Iraised you from when you were a small baby, why are you stubborn? Listen towhat I say, Blake loves you but he is not Hmong. I want you to marry a Hmongguy. He will love you and your family.)
 LYDIA: [sighs] Txiv, koj puas paub tseeb hais tias yuav muaj ib tug Hmoob yuavhlub kuv tiag ma? Kuv xav hais tias Nplej yeej hlub kuv tiag. Vim hais tiasnws muaj siab kawm Hmoob kab lig kev cai, thiab nws nyiam koj heev. Koj yuavtsum ua siab loj. (Dad, how do you know the next Hmong guy that comes alongwill love me? I think Blake is trying his best to understand the Hmongheritage, just give him a chance.)
 TXIV NCHAIV NPLIAJ: [heavy breathing] Mes ntxhais, kuv laus heev li lawm, kuvtsis muaj zog los cav nrog koj, kuv xav kom koj mloog kuv cov lus ib zaugthiab. Kuv hais ua luaj los yog vim kuv hlub thiab txhawj txog koj. (Daughter,I’m too old to argue with you. I just want you to listen to what I say. I onlysay this because I love you.)
 LYDIA: Yog. Txiv, koj yeej laus lawm ces koj thiaj tsis to taub txog peb covhluas txheej nimno. Cia tsis txhob hais lawm vim kuv tsis muaj sijhawm sibcav.
 LYDIA walks off stage
 TXIV NCHAIV NPLIAJ: (sad) Me ntxhais, tu siab uas koj tsis paub tias kuv lubsijhawm nrog koj tshuav tsawg kawg kiag lawm xwb.. Yog tsis muaj sijhawm tsamno ces yuav yog thaum twg?... (Daughter, only if you knew that my time withyou is so short...)
 NPLIAJ sits on his bed and grabs his journal. He takes out a picture of hiswife.
 TXIV NCHAIV NPLIAJ: [very sad] Koj niam eyyy, ua li cas kuv yuav nco koj ualuaj li os...[sniff sniff] Twb ntev heev uas koj tso kuv lawm. Kuv xav kom kojtseem nyob ntawm no nrog kuv. Thov txim ua kuv tu wb tus ntxhais tsis
 11
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zoo...yog koj nyob nov, ntej zaum nws yuav mloog koj hais dua...[sniff sniff]Koj niam, kuv thov kom hnub no kuv npau suav txog koj, li kuv ib txwm npausuav.
 (It’s been so long since you passed. I wish you were here. I’m sorry I let youdown on raising our daughter... She would have listened better if you werehere... Koj niam, I hope to dream of you tonight, like I always do.)
 Txiv Npliaj falls asleep.
 [Lights fade to blue lights]Zuag walks on to stage from stageleft into the dream. She is wearing a whitedress and kneels facing the stage, next to Txiv Npliaj.
 ZUAG: (subtle, soft tone) Koj Txiv... txhob nyuam nyuam siab os. Kuv nco kojthiab me ntxais heev li, ua lis cav kuv yuas pab hlub neb ua luaj li os.(Pause and caresses his head) Txhob nyuam siab rau wb tus me ntxais, ua lubsiab loj nawb.
 (Npliaj sleeps on Zoua’s lap while singers singFor the WHOLE SCENE)
 Singers come on stage from the floor behind walls on the left side
 * “Zaj Npau Suav”  Pagnia XiongSoloist: Shyan, Gaoly, Arianna
 Curtains Close  [Lights out] Singers exit left
 04>> LYDIA WITH FRIENDS AT SCHOOL
 Set up Cafeteria Layout
 Curtains Open
 [All lights fade back ON]
 * LYDIA is sitting at a table in the cafeteria. TSIMNUJ, BLAIDEJ, KAJSIAB andNUJTXEEG walk from stage left.
 * use Hmonglish
 KAJSIAB: Hey, Hli Tsa sav.
 TSIMNUJ: No, twb tsis yog nws lub npe a! Koj tsis nco qab hais tias nws twbpauv npe lawm lov, yog dabtsi nej....?
 BLAIDEJ: Ziag nos yog Lydia nas!12
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TSIMNUJ & KAJSIAB & NUJTXEEG: Oh yea...hahaha.
 LYDIA looks up and waves at her friends
 LYDIA: Hey guys, I feel like I haven’t seen you guys in forever.
 NUJTXEEG: Tej zaum yog lawm xwb os. You have class with me. Did you forget?
 LYDIA: Oh yeah. Haha, My head hasn’t been flowing that well lately.
 TSIMNUJ: That sure is true because I just saw you yesterday.
 KAJSIAB: Oiya...ua cas nej yuav hais lus ntau ua luaj. [hugs LYDIA] My cousin,Lydia es, kuv nco koj heev li os.
 LYDIA: Kuv thiab os.
 BLAIDEJ: [runs over to hug LYDIA and pushes KAJSIAB away] Kuv nco koj tshaj!
 NUJTXEEG: Oij...poj niam txawm ua luaj. Yog nej xav sib pom ces mus pem Blaidej lub fashion show xwb mas.
 TSIMNUJ: Ah...don’t be solovelydovey.Let’sjustgotothefashionshowso that we can spend time together.
 BLAIDEJ: Yeah Lydia, what are you doing this weekend. If you are not doing anything, you should go to my fashion show, I will be in the fashion show.
 LYDIA: Oh los. Kuv kuj tsis ua dabtsi thiab, yog li ntawd kuv mam li tuaj txawb koj. Yog li, lawm puas mus ma?
 KAJSIAB: Of course we all will be going. How can we not support our best friend Blaidej?
 NUJTXEEG: Gosh, I already said that we were all going already.
 LYDIA: Ok, let’s go.Audio: “Phone ring” (Twice) *Ring, Ring, Ring* [picks phone up and walks away]
 TSIMNUJ: I bet thats her MeskAs boyfriend?
 KAJSIAB: Yeah, nws tus hluasnraug xwb os.
 BLAIDEJ: Stop assuming, what’s wrong with Blake anyways, he’s a good guy.
 NUJTXEEG: I agree with Blaidej.
 13
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TSIMNUJ and KAJSIAB look at each other and frown. LYDIA returns to the group.
 LYDIA: So what time is the fashion show?
 BLAIDEJ: Its at 5. Tsimnuj mam tuaj tos koj.
 LYDIA:Okay.I’llseeyouguysthen.I’mheadingtoclass,Idon’twanttobe late. Bye you guys!
 * LYDIA exits stage
 Curtains close
 05 >> PHAUJ MAI’S VISIT
 Set up Living Room Only
 Curtains Open  [All Lights ON]
 [Audio sounds ONLY 3 Knocks]
 PHAUJ MAI: [at door, knocking with sounds] Puas muaj neeg nyob tsev lawm os?Hli Tsa? Npliaj?
 LYDIA: [runs to door] Ah Phauj Mai, koj tuaj los?!
 PHAUJ MAI: Aws, Kuv mus tim tajlaj ntsav puam mus yuav txiv noj es kuv xav qaib cov tuaj rau koj thiab koj txiv. (I went to the flea market to pick up somefruits. I wanted to bring some for you and your dad.)
 LYDIA: Oh Phauj Mai, koj tsis tas coj cov no tuaj os. Ua tsaug os. Kuv yeejpaub hais tias kuv hlub kuv heev, puas yog? [smiles and hugs Phauj Mai]
 PHAUJ MAI: Aws, kuv hlub koj heev los mas. [smiles] Tabsis tsis ua li cas.Kuv yeej paub hais tias koj nyiam noj cov txiv nov. Tabsis koj txiv nyob licas lawm os? Nws nyob qhov twg? (Yes, I love you so much. It was nothing. Iknow how much you love fruits. How’s your dad? Where is he?)
 LYDIA: Phauj, zoo li nws tseev pw...tab nws xav ntau dhau lawm xwb. (Phauj, Ithink he is sleeping... He’s been worrying about too much things lately.)
 PHAUJ MAI: Nws tsuas nyuaj siab heev xwb os. Pab ywj nws lub siab thiab nawb?(He is just very stressed. Be more gentle, okay?)
 LYDIA: [nods] Aws, kuv paub lawm os. Ah, los zaum ntawd no es wb sib tham os.(Yes I know. Ah, come sit with me, let’s chat.)
 PHAUJ MAI: Muaj dabtsi os? (What is it?)14
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LYDIA: Kuv paub hais tias kuv twb noog koj tau zaum lawm tabsis koj xav li casrau Nplej? (I know I’ve asked you this over and over again, but what do youthink about Blake?)
 PHAUJ MAI: Nplej zoo li ib tug neeg zoo thiab. Kuv yeej paub hais tias nwshlub koj heev thiab. Tabsis puas yog koj txiv ros qab ua nyuaj rau koj dualawm thaib? Yog li ntawd, cia kuv mam nrog nws tham. (Blake seems like a niceman. I know he loves you dearly. Is your dad making it hard on you again? Ican talk to him.)
 LYDIA: Kav lias os, tsis ua li cas. Kuv mam li nrog nws tham xwb os. (No, itsok. I will talk to him myself.)
 PHAUJ MAI: Kuv tsuas xav kom koj paub hais tias koj yog tus uas nws hlub tshajplaws nyob rau hauv yajceeb nov. (I hope you know that he loves you the mostin this world.)
 LYDIA: Txua leej yeej hais li kov. (That’s what everyone says.)
 PHAUJ MAI: Aws. Yog li, hnub no koj yuav mus ua dabtsi? (Ok. What are youdoing today?)
 LYDIA: Oh, kuv cov phoojywg yuav tuaj tos kuv tib pliag. I’m going withKajsiab, too. (My friends are picking me up in a bit.)
 PHAUJ MAI: Tseev ntxov ua luaj neb. (It’s still early.)
 LYDIA: Blaidej yuav muaj nws qho fashion show rau ped Hilton Hotel. (Blaidejis having her fashion show at the Hilton Hotel.)
 PHAUJ MAI: Blaidej?
 LYDIA: Aws Phauj, koj puas nco qab nws lawm os? Nws yog tus zoo zoo nkauj uaskoj nyiam. (Yes aunt, do you remember her? The pretty one.. the one you like.)
 PHAUJ MAI: Ohhh...tus ntxhais ntawd. Kuv nco qab hais tias nws nyiam uafashion. (Ohhh her. I remember, she does fashion?)
 LYDIA: Yes, nws kheej heev. (Yes, she’s very talented.)
 PHAUJ MAI: Qhia nws hais tias zoo siab. Tabsis yog koj txiv tseem pw ces kuvmus tsev lawm nwb. (Tell her good luck, my dear. Well, since your father issleeping, I will be going home.)
 LYDIA: [hugs PHAUJ MAI] Alright. Ua tsaug uas koj tseem tuaj thiab os. Mus kojho tuaj os.
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* PHAUJ MAI exits
 Curtains Close as Hli Nsta walks back to her TV set.
 Backstage clear off Stage.
 06 >> BLAIDEJ’S FASHION SHOW
 Curtains remained Close
 * LYDIA, TSIMNUJ, KAJSIAB, and NUJTXEEJ walk in from back stage. Spotlight ongroup.
 KAJSIAB: Oh wow, there’s so many people here. I’m so excited for Blaidej!
 NUJTXEEJ: Oh yeah me too, I can’t wait for all the pretty girls!
 KAJSIAB: [smacks Nujtxeej’s head] Jaymoua!
 TSIMNUJ: [Hmonglish – funny accent] Well, whatever happens, it just better begood because I paid good money for this! And Blaidej is supposed to be a goodfriend. We didn’t even get a discount.
 NUJTXEEJ: We got a really good view, but ...
 LYDIA: Oh stop it guys, we’re here to support her.
 TSIMNUJ: She’s been working on her line for over a year now. At least one ofus has a successful future.
 NUJTXEEJ: Oiyo! Look at the crowd, where are we gonna sit?
 KAJSIAB: Ooooo! Lets just go stand by the wall. So no one blocks us!
 TSIMNUJ: [being spontaneous] Oh Dang! Best seats ever! hehe.
 [House light fades]
 * FASHION SHOW BEGINS  Audio: “Revise”
 Curtains open as song plays
 Curtains close as Blaidej(MAY) walks off stage to floor
 [Dim house lights and fade music as fashion show ends and Kaonue (last model)walks away]
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07 >> FATHER’S APPROVAL OF BLAKE & DEATH
 Set up Dad’s Death Layout
 Curtains Remain Close
 LYDIA is with friends on stage. Her phone rings and she picks up. On the otherline is PHAUJ MAI. PHAUJ MAI informs LYDIA that NPLIAJ is very sick and is inthe hospital.
 Audio: “Phone ring” (Twice)
 LYDIA: [answers the phone] Hello?
 Voice over: Hand Phoua wireless hand held micPHAUJ MAI: Koj nyob qhov twg lawm? Ua cas kuv hu koj ntau zaus los koj tsisteb li? (Where are you? I called you many times. Why didn’t you pick up?)
 LYDIA: Kuv paub los mas, kuv twb siv hu koj dua thiab. Tabsis, tamsis no kuvtseem nrog kuv cov phoojywg. Qhov Fashion Show nyuam qhuav tas xwb. Tabsis,muaj dabtsi os? (I know, I tried calling back. I’m still out with my friends.The Fashion Show just ended. Why?)
 KAJSIAB: [hears PHAUJ MAI from other line] Is that my mom? She sounds likeshe’s panicking. What’s wrong?
 LYDIA: [looks at Kajsiab and shrugs, her eyes widen] .. Dabtsi nooj? (What’swrong?)
 Voice Over:PHAUJ MAI: Los tsev tsuag tsuag os. Koj txiv nyob pem tsev kho mob lawm. (Comehome now, hurry. Your dad is in the hospital.)
 LYDIA: WHAT?! Hospital? Where? Us li cas lawm os? Is he ok?
 Voice over:PHAUJ MAI: Zoo li nws tsis zoo, kamtsij tuaj tsuag tsuag xwb os. (It is notgood, just hurry.)
 LYDIA: Aws, kuv los tamsis nov lawm. (Alright. Coming now!) [hangup]
 KAJSIAB: Is everything okay?
 NUJTXEEJ: Yeah, what’s wrong? Is it your father?
 LYDIA: No its not okay, that was my Aunt... My dad is in the hospital.
 TSIMNUJ: What happened?17
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LYDIA: I don’t know. [scared] You guys can stay behind and find Blaidej, ok? Ihave to go!
 KAJSIAB: But Lydia ... [Lydia runs off stage] Wait for me.
 Tsimnuj: Los wb mus nrhiav BlaiDej.
 Tsimnuj and NujTxeej exits off stage  left.
 Curtains Open [Lights should be on]
 LYDIA rushes into NPLIAJ’s hospital room. He is laying still on the bed andhas trouble breathing.
 Audio: “Naruto Grief and Sorry” (Play till music ends)
 LYDIA: [stressed and nervous] Phauj Mai, kuv txiv ua li cas lawm os?
 PHAUJ MAI: Koj txiv muaj mob os mes nxthais. Tus kws kho mob hais tias kojtxiv qhov mob loj heev lawm. Tamsim no lawm pab tsis tau nws lawm. Koj txivyuav ncaim peb mus os mes ntxhais. [crying and sobbing]
 LYDIA rushes inside her father’s room and talks to him
 LYDIA: Txiv? (Dad)
 TXIV NCAIV NPLIAJ: [weak voice] Ah, mes ntxhais Hli Tsa, koj tuaj txog lawmlos? (Lydia, you’re here.)
 LYDIA: Kuv txiv, koj mob qhov twg os? [touches NPLIAJ’s arm] (Dad, where areyou hurting?)
 TXIV NCAIV NPLIAJ: Ahhh mes ntxhais txiv mob mob os. (I have been hurting fora while now, daughter.)
 LYDIA: [silent] Es kuv txiv. Koj mob tau ntev paum licas lawm os? (For awhile? How long?)
 TXIV NCAIV NPLIAJ: Kuv twb mob tau ntev heev lawm os. (A long, long time.)
 LYDIA: [is hurt] Kuv txiv, uas licas koj tsis qhia kuv li os? (Why didn’t youtell me, Dad?)
 TXIV NCAIV NPLIAJ: Twb yog kuv tsis xav kom koj txawj kuv xwb os. Txiv hlubkoj heev os. (I didn’t want you to worry. I love you so much.)
 18
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LYDIA: Koj ua li cas lawm na, kuv txiv? Koj twb nrog cov kws khob mob tas lawmlob? (What’s wrong, Dad? Did you talk to the doctor and nurse?)
 TXIV NCAIV NPLIAJ: Aws, tabsis... kuv lug neej yuav tas sais sais lawm os.(Yes. But .. Life is coming to its end, Hli Tsa.)
 LYDIA: ... Kuv txiv? [starts crying]
 TXIV NCAIV NPLIAJ: Tsis txhob quaj os. Kuv twb tseem nyob ntawm nov. (Don’tcry. I’m still here.)
 LYDIA: Kuv txiv... [holds NPLIAJ’s hand] Thov tsim hais tias kuv tsis noog kojcov lus. Koj thiaj li yog kuv ib leeg txi xwb. Thov tsis txhob tso kuv tsegos. Kuv hlub koj os kuv txiv, kuv hlub koj os. [Crying and sobbing, dramatic](Dad... I’m sorry Dad. I wasn’t a good daughter. I’m sorry I didn’t listen toyou. You are my only dad. Please don’t go. I love you dad, I love you.)
 TXIV NCAIV NPLIAJ: Tsis yog hais tias kuv tsis hlub koj os, twb yog hais tiaskuv hlub koj tsis txaus xwb os. Tsis muaj txoj hmoo koj niam tau tso wb tsegthaum koj tseem yau. Koj tsis muaj lub neej nyob li luag vim hais tias vim kuvxwb Khaubncaws zoo xwb los kuv twb muab tsis tau rau koj, yog muaj txoj hmootiag...
 LYDIA: Kuv txiv tsis txhob hais li kov, cog lus hais tias koj yeej yuav sauvlos xwb. (Promise, that you will wake up.)
 TXIV NCAIV NPLIAJ: Me ntxhais, koj niam tos tos kuv lawm os. Yog li, thaum kuvmus lawm ces, koj muaj lub siab loj nawb. Tsis txhob tu siab...koj niam thiabkuv yeej nyob sawm ntuj saib koj. Koj txiv hlub hlub koj heev nawb tsis yoghais tias tsis hlub. Tabsis vim txoj hmoo...kuv tsis muaj sij haum los pabqhia koj txog peb Hmoob cov kab li kev cai li thiab qhia koj ua ib tug niamtsev Hmoob zoo. Yog li ntawd thaum kuv tsis nyob, thov kom koj ua ib tugntxhais zoo es mus kawm kov paub txog peb haiv neeg Hmoob zoo nawb.
 LYDIA: Kuv txiv, kuv mam li ua los mas. Tabsis... [cries]
 TXIV NCAIV NPLIAJ: Me ntxhais es, kuv yuavtsum tau mus lawm os. Txiv tsuas yogmuaj lus hais li nov rau koj xwb os. Yog lwm tiam muaj tiag, kuv mam li lo uakoj txiv dua os. [slowly dies]
 LYDIA: Txiv, tsis txhob mus os ..
 Audio: “Death Beep”
 LYDIA: Txiv!
 Audio: “” (Fade song as curtains close)
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Actors will be pulling Lydia away from the dad.
 Curtain close: Stage clear out (10sec)
 [Lights: Red lights on stage, BLUE houselights]
 Contemporary Dance (Instrumental) “Down” By Jason Walker feat. Molly ReedPlay Audio: “Down”
 Dancers Charles & Kaonue start sitting on stageCurtains open as song begins
 Dancers DANCE.
 [Lights Fade to dark/off]
 Curtains close as dance/song ends
 08 >> PHAUJ MAI, LYDIA & FRIENDS “ZOV HMO”
 Set up Living room on stage right and Dad’s Room on stage left.
 Curtains open
 [Lights ON]
 LYDIA is staring off into space and her friends gather around her
 * Every line in Hmong except for Blake’s parts
 KAJSIAB: Lydia, do you need help “folding boats”? My mom says you should rest.
 BLAIDEJ: We’re so sorry for your loss.
 NUJTXEEG: Yog lawm, koj puas xav kom peb nrog koj nyob os? (Yes, do you wantus to stay with you?)
 TSIMNUJ: Peb txhawj koj heev. (We worry a lot about you.)
 LYDIA: Kuv tsis ua licasos. Kuv tsuas yog xav ntau zog lawm xwb.
 PHAUJ MAI: Yog li ntawv, koj kavtsij mus so ua ntej. Kuv mam nrog koj cov qhuatham tib pliag.
 * LYDIA moves to bed
 NUJTXEEG: Phauj Mai, yog li, Lydia yuav ua licas mus no?
 20

Page 21
						
						

PHAUJ MAI: Tus mes tub, kuv tsis paub thiab os.
 KAJSIAB: Mom, we are worried about Lydia.
 TSIMNUJ: Yeah, we’re really worried about her, and we’ll be there for her whenshe needs us.
 NUJTXEEG: Please let us know if there is anything we can do okay?
 PHAUJ MAI: [broken English] Okay, Kuv mam li qhia nej yog muaj dabtsi tswmtsi. (I will let you know if anything comes up.)
 KAJSIAB: Okay. Ummm, Phauj Mai it’s getting late, so we’re going to beleaving.
 TSIMNUJ & NUJTXEEG: Yeah, it’s late so we’re going to be leaving.
 PHAUJ MAI: Oh, yog li ntawd, saib xyuas nej tus kheej kov zoo nawb. Mus nes hotuaj os.
 * Friends exit the right side of the stage.
 [Lights fade to black out]
 Scene change occurs.
 PHAUJ MAI goes and talks to LYDIA about her father and mother.
 * LYDIA lays on her bed crying. Her back should be facing the audience. PHAUJMAI walks up to her and sits on the bed and tries to comfort her. This is thescene that PHAUJ MAI tells the story of Lydia’s parents.
 PHAUJ MAI: Lydia, mes ntxhais es. Tsis txoj quaj quaj mog. Phauj twb nyobntawd nos lawm os.
 LYDIA: Phauj, kuv yuav uas licas os? Tamsis nos, kuv twb tsis muaj niam thiabtxiv lawm. Es qhia kuv os phauj, kuv yuav nyob li cas os. [still crying]
 PHAUJ MAI: [crying] Mes Ntxhais, phauj yeej paub los mas. [caresses Lydia’shead] Phauj mas li los hlub os mog.
 LYDIA: Kuv phem heev rau kuv txiv. Kuv twb tsis tau muaj sijhaum qhia nws haistias nws tseem ceeb heev rau kuv. Thiab kuv niam los twb tso kuv tseg lawm. (Iwas so mean to my dad. I never even got to tell him how much he meant to me.And my mom passed away so long ago.)
 PHAUJ MAI: Tsis ua li cas mes ntxhais, koj txiv yeej puab hais tias koj hlubnws heev, thiab koj niam thiab mas. (It’s okay, your dad knows how much you
 21
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loved him. Your mom too.)
 LYDIA: In hmong: I know, but I wish I would have taken the time to get knowhim better. I’ve never had the chance to even ask about how they met. How hislife was like in Laos. I felt like I wasted all of this time. I was so worriedabout myself and how I was going to make myself happy that I forgot abouteverything that my father did for me.
 PHAUJ MAI: Tsis txhob xav ntau ntau os, kavtsij mus pw thiab mus so. (Stopthinking so much and go to sleep, you need rest.)
 LYDIA nods and lays on bed. PHAUJ MAI leaves room. LYDIA cannot sleep so shestarts to wander. She walks into her father’s room and sits on his bed. Shegrabs his pillow and and hugs it. She begins to cry again. She turns around towhere she grabbed the pillow and notices a journal. She picks it up.
 LYDIA: [looks very interested] Phauj ah? Phauj?? Uh.. **IN HMONG> Nevermind..maybe I shouldn't tell her.
 LYDIA opens the journal and starts reading
 Audio: Voice over of NPLIAJ’s voice (in Hmong): “Today is the Hmong New Yearat Long Cheng, Laos. It is year 1969. I met the most beautiful woman, her namewas Zoua.”
 “Hnub no yog hnub uas peb noj tshiab peb caug nyob rau Looj Ceeb tebchawsLostsuas. Kuv tau ntsib ib tug ntxhias zoo nkauj heev, hu ua Zuag.”
 Curtains close
 Clear Stage
 [ INTERMISSION ]
 *Band sets up backstage, quietly.**Food should be set up*
 Keynote: Maykao Hang (1015min)Emcees: (1:30PM) Enter right side of stage from stairs. *Improvise, makecomments about play.
 PA: Wow, I wonder who this Zoua person is? I guess we will find out afterintermission. To continue with the program, we are honored to welcome ourguest speaker to the stage, MayKao Hang. MayKao Hang is currently the CEO andPresident of the Amherst H. Wilder Foundation, a nonprofit health and humanservices organization that has been serving the greater St. Paul area since1906. MayKao has a Bachelor's of Arts in Psychology from Brown University and
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a Master’s of Arts in Social Policy and Distributive Justice from the HubertH. Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs. She currently serves as the Chair ofthe Twin Cities Local Initiatives Support Corporation, a Trustee of the St.Paul and Minnesota Community Foundations, and is on the Advisory Committee ofthe John S. and James L. Knight Foundation.
 SAM: Tamsim no wb thov caw Maiv Kaub Haam los hais ob peb los lus rau pebsawvdaws. Maiv Kaub twb kawm tiav ib daim Bachelor degree txog tibneeg lubpobhlwb ntawm lub tsev kawm ntawv Brown University. Tsis tas li ntawv, nwstseem tau kawm tau ib daim Master’s degree ntawm lub University no thiab.Maiv Kaub tseem tab tom tuav ob peb co koom haum es pab txhawb nka txhua leejtxhua tus.
 PA: She is an outstanding attribute to our Hmong community and community atlarge. Without further delay, lets give a warm welcome to MayKao Hang.
 SAM: Maiv Kaub yog peb ib tug ntxhais Hmoob uas muaj tswvyim thiab peevxwmheev. Sawvdaws thov caw Maiv Kaub Haam.
 PA: Thank you, MayKao, for sharing your story and experience with us. You arereally an inspiration to all of us. Your words motivate us to continue oureducation and give back to our community. Let’s give MayKao another round ofapplause as she receives a gift from the HMSA Board and Advisor.
 SAM: Ua tsaug Maiv Kaub Haam rau koj cov lus nyiaj lus kub. Koj muaj lub siabloj heev koj thiaj li los piav koj lub neej thiab faib koj cov tswvyim raupeb. Cov lus uas koj tau hais ua rau peb hajyam muaj siab kawm ntawv. Npuajteg ib zaug ntxiv rau Maiv Kaub Haab.
 PA: Hey Sam have you read Kao Kalia’s book, The Late Homecomer yet? I heardit’s actually a requirement for some courses here on campus.
 SAM: “Yes I have read it. Its a good book about (insert summary). You shouldread it if you haven’t already.)
 PA: Yeah, the book is here at the Archives table with other displays.Everyone should stop by their table during lunch.
 SAM: You know, I really liked that shirt Tomnema was wearing in the fashionshow. If anyone would like more information about the clothing line, theyshould go see Peter Herr. He’s the designer of those awesome shirts we saw inthe Fashion Show. His brand is called Hmong Clothing Brand. Its a fusion ofHmong and American iconography. He came all the way from Wisconsin and he’snever showcased his work here at the U before, so we’re pretty lucky I wouldsay.
 PA: Last but not least, everyone should also go see Por Yang’s table. He is alocal Hmong artist in the Twin Cities. On display are art pieces he recently
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produced to be showcased at this year’s Heritage Day.
 SAM: Yog nej xav paub txiv txog Nkauj Kablia phau ntawv “The Late Homecomer,”thov nej mus saib Hmong Archives lub rooj sab nrauv. Yog nej tawm mus saiblub rooj ntawv, thov nej mus Pov Yaj lub rooj thiab. Nws yog ib tug kws kosduab tshaj li kawg. Hos yog nej nyiam nyiam cov khaubncaws nej pom hnub no,thov nej mus tham nrog Peter Hawj. Nws kev deb, puag nram Wisconsin tuaj koompeb hnub no.
 SAM: Wow, can you believe it, we’re half way through Heritage already?
 PA: Can you believe it’s lunch time already?
 SAM: It sure is. I know everyone is hungry because I know I am. No need torush, there is enough food for everyone. Today’s lunch is catered by the localrestaurants of East Side Thai and Rice Palace.
 PA: While everyone enjoys their lunch we will have a live band play music forus. They have worked really hard to get these songs memorized for HeritageDay.
 SAM: Ua ntej peb yuav mus noj mov, wb xav qhia sawvdaws tias peb muaj ib pabtub pajnruag uas yuav ntaus kistaj thiab hu nkauj rau peb thaum peb noj mov.Pab tub pajnruag no hu ua “Cov Khaum Tes.”
 Curtains open (Band should be ready and smiling)
 PA: We are first going to dismiss the back of the room. Please line up in anorderly fashion and once the line has cleared up we will dismiss everyone inthe front.
 SAM: Tamsim no peb yuav mus noj mov ces thov cia cov nyob txoj kab kawg musntej. Ces thaum kab ntawv mus tas lawm, nej sawvdaws
 *Wait like 15 more mins then dismiss audience who have not gotten food yet.Emcees get in line and eat as well. Come back when notified by Board.
 Band starts playing
 Emcees: (2:30) *Improvise, comment on lunch.
 CLOSING LUNCH:
 PA: Hello everyone, it’s time to get started with the show again. [pause andlook around.] Sam, where are you? Sam, koj nyob qhov twg lawm na? [sam speaksfrom the audience]SAM: The food is so good. Thov txim os kuv tau noj mov zoo li zoo, qab liqab, ua rau kuv lub plab sub loj li loj. Koj kavtsij ua kuv tej haujlwm kom
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tiav xwb os.PA: Koj tsis xav paub Zaug (Zoua) yog leej twg los?SAM: Oh, yes I do [in Hmong as he gets up from the stage.] Awsss ua li mas, uali mas.PA: Come on, let’s watch the rest of the show.SAM: Aws, cia peb rov qab saib zaj yeebyam no..
 2nd half begins
 Set up Two Trees on stage.
 Curtains open
 09 >> JOURNAL: LYDIA NARRATION  LAOS NEW YEAR 1969
 Tub NPLIAJ is with his three friends, XUE, TOUA, and NARBIN. They notice agirl who is wearing a very old torn traditional Hmong clothing
 * Actors and actresses walking from the back of the audience to the front ofthe stage. There will be girl actresses on stage as well as ZOUA ball tossing.
 SCENES 911 ALL IN HMONG
 NPAWG XUE: [looks at the sky] Oiiiiiyyyyyyy, ua cas lub niag hnub nos peb yuavchib ua luaj lis nas. Tsis paub hais tias luag tes tseem xav pws os. [looks tohis left and that’s when he see NPAWG TOUA and NPAWG NARBIN] Oiy Npawg Touathiab Npawg Narbin sav.
 NPAWG TOUA: Npawg Xue esssss, lub hnub twb nyob puuuuuuuug sauv ntuj lawm es,koj nyuam qhuav sawv xwb los?
 NPAWG NARBIN: Hehehe, uas licas koj yuav pws hlig ua lauj li nas?
 NPAWG XUE: Hehe [scratches head and smiles], twb yog kuv npau suav zoo heev lios.
 Both NPAWG TOUA & NARBIN: Oh hehehehe os.
 NPAWG XUE: Ahhhhh. Kuv tseem dream txog ib tug hluas nkauj zoo zoo nkauj heev.Oh, cov phoojywg, tus hlaus nkauj zoo zoo [emphasize zoo zoo] nkauj uas nyobntawd yog leej twg nab? [does hand movements]
 Both NPAWG NARBIN & NPAWG TOUA: Tus twg nas?
 NPAWG XUE: Tus es NYOB kiag tod na!! (Points to dancers who walk in from StageLeft)(Walks pass the girls and gives them the “hey” look. Goes and sits on thestairs looking at the girls dance)
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Audio: “Nyiam Koj Thaum Noj Peb Caug” Maiv Neeb Thoj* DANCE: NEW YEAR’S  Dancers Exits Stage Right
 (Boys come back on stage)
 NPAWG NARBIN: Woah, cov hluas nkauj ntawm zoo nkauj tiag tiag.
 NPAWG TOUA: Yog kawg, kuv mas nyiam tus siab siab xwb!
 NPAWG XUE: Kuv nyiam tus loj loj, thiaj li sov.
 NPAWG NARBIN: Kuv mas nyiam tag nro cov ntawm hos....
 Everyone Laughs: ahahahahha
 NPAWG XUE: Ohhh saib, ib tug hluas nkauj ntxiv. (Points at Zoua Stage Right)
 They all get closer and see the girl dressed in notsopretty clothes
 NPAWG TOUA: Tus ntawv?! Nws twb tsis haib kiag li. [does a weird expressionon his face] Ouyah. [puking sound]
 NPAWG NARBIN: Ahhh, luag tej nim paub paub thiab os.
 NPAWG TOUA: Los peb mus tham soj!!
 NPAWG NARBIN: I bet you guys 2 cents that I will make her my girlfriend.
 They continue walking towards the stage from the back audience and see ZOUA
 NPAWG TOUA: Whoa! What is she wearing? (She doesn’t look interested Narbin)
 NPAWG XUE: Aiya! She only look good from far away... why are her clothes soold and torn?
 NPAWG NARBIN: Blia! I bet you 5 cents to go talk to her. She will probablyreject you. 5 cents Blia!! 5 cents!! You always get the girls!
 They all walk towards ZOUA
 NPLIAJ: [hesitantly and nervewracked tone] Tus leej muam, koj lub npe hulicasos?
 ZOUA: Oh... Kuv hu ua Zoua, es... koj nes?
 XUE, TOUA, AND NARBIN: [approach the couple and interrupt from behind]Hm...nov yog koj tseb npaj! Peb yuav mus nrog cov hluas nkauj tham tod. (Here!
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Yo 5 cents! We’re gonna go talk to those pretty ladies!)
 Pretty girls walk by giggly and leave stage with guys following them
 NPLIAJ: Aws, nej kavtsij mus ua ntej mas. Kuv mam li los tib pliag. (Ok youguys go ahead. I’ll catch up with you guys later.) [facing friends]
 NPLIAJ: [turns back to ZOUA] Kuv hu ua Blia os. Es Zoua, koj nyob lub zos qhovtwg tuaj nab?
 ZOUA: Kuv los? Kuv tuaj lub zos XiengKhoung tuaj.
 NPLIAJ: Ohh, kuv thiabos. Yog li koj yog xeev dabtsi?
 ZOUA: Xeev Yaj os.
 NPLIAJ: Oh, zoo, kuv yog xeev muas os. Yog li koj puas kam nrog kuv pov pobtib pliag?
 ZOUA: Um...tau kawg los mas.
 They start to ball toss. Then KAB NOOG and NPAWG NARBIN enter.NPAWG NARBIN goes over to mumble with NPLIAJ and KAB NOOG goes to talk toZOUA.
 KAB NOOG: Zoua, koj nyob nov xwb los sav.
 ZOUA: Yog, es koj nyuam qhuas los qhov twg los xwb na?
 KAB NOOG: [whispers to ZOUA] Nyuam qhuas nrog tus ntawd tham los. [points toNPAWG NARBIN] [ZOUA and KAB NOOB giggles] Yog li ntawd, tus tub hluas ntawdyog leej twg nab?
 ZOUA: [introduces him] Oh, um...nws yog Npliaj os.
 NPAWG NARBIN: Kab Noog, tus nov yog kuv ib tug phoojywg zoo.
 KAB NOOG: Oh, zoo siab tau paub kojos.
 NPLIAJ: Aws. Zoo siab os.
 NPAWG NARBIN: Yog li ntawd cia peb pov pob swb yom?
 KAB NOOG: Kam kawg. Zoua wb, yeej yuav yeej xwb.
 NPAWG NARBIN: Aws...saib seb leej twg yuav yog tus uas yuav hais kws txiaj os.[Evil eye stare]
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ZOUA: Ua cas neb mas, xaus luag ua luaj li os. Los peb kamtsij pov pob os.
 Boss toss for fun and talking randomly. Then NPAWG XUE and NPAWG TOUA enter.They are talking to each other first.
 NPAWG TOUA: Oiya...ua cas ob niag ntawd tabsis tau hluas nkauj tham lawm.
 NPAWG XUE: Kuj yogos. Cia wb mus thab ob niag ntawd sob. [walks over andchecking out ZOUA and KAB NOOG]
 NPAWG TOUA: Narbin thiab Npliaj, ua cas neb thiaj li yog tus noj kheeb xwb ma?
 NPAWG XUE: Yog lawm.
 NPLIAJ: Nej hais dabtsi li kov. Nej twb yog cov es mus ua ntej lawm neb.[NPAWG NARBIN nods in agreement]
 NPAWG XUE: Yog li ntawd, ob tug hluas nkauj no yog leej twg.
 NPAWG NARBIN: Cia rau kuv mam li qhia neb. [goes over to KAB NOOG] Tus nov yogkuv tus, muaj lub npe hu ua Kab Noog. [points at ZOUA] Hov tus ntawd yog Zouauas yog Npliaj tus lawm.
 Both XUE & TOUA: Has??
 NPLIAJ: Yog lawm. Leej twg xaj kom neb mus neb lawm ma?
 NPAWG TOUA: Hmph... kav lia los mas. Npawg Xue, los wb mus nrhiav ib tug rauwb thiab os.
 NPAWG XUE: Aws.
 NPAWG XUE and NPAWG TOUA exit stage
 NPAWG NARBIN: Kab Noog, los wb mus yuav dej hau os. Zoo li kuv niv nqisnqisssss dej lawm os.
 KAB NOOG: Tau kawg.
 NPAWG NARBIN and KAB NOOG exit stage
 NPLIAJ: Lawv mus lawm ces, cia wb mus taug kev tib pliag.
 ZOUA: Um...tau...
 PHAUJ KAUS enters and interrupts ZOUA’s last words
 PHAUJ KAUS: Zuag, me ntxhias txog caij mus lawm os.28
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ZOUA: [stutters, sad voice] Aws, ua lis os phauj.
 NPLIAJ: Neb tamsis yuav mus lawm los?
 PHAUJ KAUS: Aws tus mes tub, wb mus lawm os.
 NPLIAJ: Es, Phauj, neb nyob ib pliag nrog kuv tham tso mas.
 PHAUJ KAUS: Es mes tub, Zuag tseem muaj haujlwm ua tod tsev, es wb mus lawmos.
 ZOUA: Umm Phauj ...
 PHAUJ KAUS drags ZOUA away and then talks to her.
 NPLIAJ exits stage, looking sad.
 PHAUJ KAUS: Niag, tsov tom. Kuv twb hais tias kom koj nyob tom tsev nes. Ualicas koj tseem muaj plhu kw koj ob yas bones tuaj thiab los?
 ZOUA: Es phauj, txhua txhua xyoo, peb tsuas noj peb caug ib zaug xwb. Kuvthiaj li tau tuaj os.
 PHAUJ KAUS: Koj kamtsij mus tsev nawb. Cov ntxhais zoo nkauj thiaj li tuaj xwbna. Koj kamtsij mus tsev mus ua mob tos peb thaum peb los tsev nawb. Ib tsamces, koj tsis tau pom lub hnub come out lawm oj.
 ZOUA: [cries] Ua li phauj. Kuv mas li mus os.
 >> Addition scene addedGuy comparing girls scenes
 Curtains close
 10 >> JOURNAL: LYDIA’S NARRATION  ZOUA’S HOME LIFE
 Set up Zoua’s House Layout
 Curtains open[Lights ON]
 PHAUJ KAUS: Zuag, Zuag. Sawm los mas. Lub hnub twb nyob saum ntuj lawm es kojtseem tsis tau mus ua lunch thiab los? (Zoua, Zoua. Wake up. The sun hasalready risen in the sky and you haven’t made lunch yet?)
 ZOUA: Phauj, kuv tsis xis neej os. (Aunty, I don’t feel well.)
 Audio: “Violin song”29
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PHAUJ KAUS: Tsis txhob tu tub nkeeg. Thaum koj ua su tiag lawm kamtsij mus kwvdej oj. (Don’t be so lazy. After you make lunch, go and fetch water by theriver.)
 ZOUA: Aws...
 ZOUA slowly gets up, and walks to the stove / fire pitZoua will be saying more line here not written on script
 She moves forward and grab the buckets that are on the stick and goes to theriver
 Fade Audio out
 Curtain close
 Backstage Clear Off Stage
 Curtain Open
 Audio: “Ntxais Toj Siab” by Mai See Yang & Ey Lor* Dance: Traditional Water/Outdoor
 After dance, Geng will be walking across stage. Ladies will say something.They would walk past each other. Sheng coming out from opposite stage.
 Audio: “Forest sounds”* Scene changes to outdoor/river
 ZOUA is at the river fetching water. She slowly gets up and carries the water.NPLIAJ walks in from the other side of the stage noticing her and as ZOUA getsclose to NPLIAJ, she falls over and faints. As she falls over, NPLIAJ runs tocatch her.
 NPLIAJ: [holds her in his arms] Koj puas ua li cas os? Zoo li koj muab mob? Uali cas koj yuav nqa lub thoob hnyav ua luaj? (Are you okay? Are you sick? Whyare you carrying such heavy water buckets?)
 ZOUA: Twb yog kuv tuaj nqa dej rau kuv tus phuaj xwb os. Nws hais kom kuv tuajvim hais tias peb tsis muaj dej lawm os. Kuv muaj tses mob tob hau tabsis kuvtsis ua li cas os. (I needed to get water for my aunt. She asked me to gobecause we needed more water at the house. I am feeling a little sick but I’llbe ok.)
 NPLIAJ: Ua li cas koj tus phauj thiaj li hais kom koj tuaj nqa dej thaum kojtseem muaj mob? (Why would your aunt make you fetch water when you’re sosick?)
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ZOUA: Yog kuv tsis tuaj nqa dej, lawm yuav cem kuv thiab muab kuv ncaws taumtsev. Kuv tus phaj thiab kuv tus txiv hlob yog tus yug kuv, yog tsis muajlawm, kuv tsis paub hais tias kuv yuav mus nyob qhov twg. (If I don’t getwater they will yell at me and kick me out. My aunt and uncle are myproviders, without them I will have no where to live.) [cries]
 NPLIAJ: Es koj niam thiab koj txiv nes? (What about your mom and dad?)
 ZOUA: [continues to cry] Koj tsis paub los. Kuv yog ntxhais ntsuag. Tsis muajniam, tsis muaj txiv. Tsis muaj leej twg hlub kuv li. (You don’t know. I am anorphan. I don’t have a mom and a dad. I don’t have anyone to love me.)
 NPLIAJ: [sad] Oh, ua cas koj lub neej yuav tu siab ua luaj.Thov tsim hais tiaskuv tsis paub. Yog li ntawd, cia kuv pab koj nqa ob thoob dej kov rau koj lubtsev yom? (Oh, wow. That’s so sad, I’m sorry, I didn’t know that. Well, let mehelp you carry the water back to your house.)
 ZOUA: [wipes away her tears] Tsis ua li cas. Kuv tsis yuav kom koj pab kuv os.Kuv yeej ua tau kuv tus kheej vim hais tias kuv yeej ib txwm yeej ua los lawm.Yog koj ua ntau, koj yeej yuav keej xwb. Tabsis ua tsaug uas koj tseem pab kuvsawv thiab txhawj txog kuv. [picks up buckets]
 (Its okay. I don’t need your help, I can handle it. I’ve done it my entirelife, after doing it for a while you get use to it. Thank you for helping meup, I appreciate your concern.)
 NPLIAJ: [attempts to take it from her] Kav lias, kavtsij mus los rau kuv. (No,just let me carry it.)
 ZOUA: [resists him] Kav lias os, kuv tau kawg. Kuv tsis yuav koj txoj kev pabos. (No, I got it. It’s ok. I don’t need your help.)
 NPLIAJ: Ua cas koj yuav tawv ncauj ua luaj? Ua cas koj tsis kam kuv pab kojli? (Why are you so stubborn? Why won’t you let me help you?!)
 ZOUA: Ua cas koj yuav tawv ncauj ua luaj li thiab ma? Koj tsis paub hais tiaskuv yog ntxhais ntsuag los. Koj yuav pab tsis tau kuv. Ua cas koj tseem nyobnov thiab na? Ua lis cas tsis mus rog lawj leeb ntxhais tham, es koj phej yuavnrog kuv tham ua luaj?(Why are you so stubborn? Don’t you understand? I am a poor orphan, you shouldnot be helping me. Why are you still here?!)
 NPLIAJ: Koj tsis paub hais tias kuv hlub koj lawm los. [He grabs her arm firstand the buckets from her]
 Zoua: Nplaij, wb nyuam quas sib paum tsis tau ntes xwb es, koj tseem sim xavyuav kuv lawm los? Kuv phauj yeev tsis pub kuv yuav koj li os. Koj twb paubhais tias kuv yog ntxhais tsuag, es koj tsis ntshai ib tsha kuv hlub tsis tau
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koj los? Ib sim neej no, kuv tsis tau muaj leej teg hlub kuv li. Es ua licaskoj thiaj li xav hlub kuv? (Turns away from Npliaj.)
 Blia: (Turns Zoua around and wipes her tears off her face.) Koj phej haistias, tsis muaj leeg twg es hlub koj li, ces kuv mas li ua tus es yuav hlubkoj. Zoua ntseeg kuv thiab mas. Kuv yuav tsis rag koj. Kuv xav coj koj mus uakuv tus poj, kuv tus sev. Los, nrog kuv mus, los wb mus pib wb luj neej uakes. Kuv mas li ua tus es mas li hlub koj mus tag ib txis. Ntseev kuv……(softwhisper).
 NPLIAJ and ZOUA stare at eachother for a moment
 He starts walking. She’s in shock, and then walks with him.
 Audio:”Nsteeg Kuv Karaoke”* Singing group “Nsteeg Kuv”
 Yang Moua and Stephanie Vang will be singing on bottom level of stage.
 Geng and Sheng will be walking for a few seconds then sit on the red woodchair and pretending to observe the scenery for the remainder of the song....
 [Lights fade to dim]
 * Curtains close
 Voiceover TXIV NCAIV NPLIAJ: (in Hmong) Today is January 3, 1970. Today is theday that I married Zoua and I’m very happy. Unfortunately, we have beenhearing that the Pathet Lao are moving closer and closer to our town. Why isthere war? Why does this country have no freedom? I may have to fight againstthem soon. I am very afraid, and I hope that the war doesn’t reach here.
 LYDIA flips through the rest of the book to the end. She finds a picture ofher mom. She admires and thinks.
 LYDIA: (in Hmong) Wow, I didn’t know dad had this picture of you, mom. Youwere so young in this picture... Oh, how I miss you. (smiles and tearyeyed,hugs picture)
 * Curtains close to block LYDIA
 Audio: “Niam thiab Txiv”* Singing group “Niam thiab Txiv” girls group enter through side stage
 11 >> PHAUJ MAI’S RELATIVE UA NOJ
 32

Page 33
						
						

Set up Phauj Mai’s House Layout
 LYDIA’s phone rings and wakes her up. PHAUJ MAI is on the other line. Scenetakes place back stage. Actors and actresses speak through the microphones.This should give time for stage crew to set up the stage.
 LYDIA: Hello? Hello?
 PHAUJ MAI: [broken English] Hello, Hli Tsa? Nov yog Phauj Mai os.
 LYDIA: Nyob zoo os Phauj Mai.
 PHAUJ MAI: Hli Tsa. Kuv paub hais tias niaj hnub no koj nyuaj siab heev vimhais tias koj txiv tau tso peb sawvdaws tseg lawm. Tabsis hnub no, peb yuav uanog, yog li ntawd nws yuav zoo yog hais tias koj tuaj pab peb. Kuv tseem xavtau nej ib cov los pab kuv ua mov noj, yog li ntawd kamtsij tuaj pab phauj os.Thiab tsis txhob nco qab Nplej thiab nawb. (Lydia. I know that it’s been hardfor you since the passing of your dad. Today we are doing a little celebrationand it would be great if you could come and help us. I need some more helpingcooking so please come okay. Oh and don’t forget to invite Blake too.)
 LYDIA: Aws, phauj mai.
 PHAUJ MAI: Aws, kamtsij tuaj xwb ma. (Okay make sure you come okay.)
 * Both hang up their phone; Stage light turns off, Spotlight shines on LYDIA
 LYDIA takes a few deep breaths
 LYDIA calls BLAKE
 Phone rings
 LYDIA: Hello?
 BLAKE: Hey
 LYDIA: How are you?
 BLAKE: I’m good.
 LYDIA: I’m sorry. I never returned any of your phone calls.
 BLAKE: It’s okay. I know that you were going through a hard time.
 Two seconds of silence, realistically
 LYDIA: Uhh, well. Are you busy today?33
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BLAKE: Ummm... Well it depends, why? WHAT’S UP?
 LYDIA: Well, you’re not obligated to come, but my aunt, my dad’s only sister,had invited both you and I to her party today. Did you want to come? Iunderstand if you are still upset with me.
 BLAKE: Yeah, definitely. I’ll come over right now and we’ll go together. Seeyou in a bit.
 LYDIA: Okay.
 LYDIA hangs up
 * Curtains finally opens up to expose the party
 LYDIA and BLAKE are together, holding hands, and greeting family members
 LYDIA: Nyob zoo os dab laug Tswb, nov yog Nplej, kuv tus hluas nraug os.(Hello Uncle Chue, this is Blake, my boyfriend.)
 BLAKE: Nyobzoooo . Let me practice this: Koojj nyobb li cas?[laughs]
 UNCLE CHUE walks away
 LYDIA and BLAKE continues and walk to greet other family members. BLAKE splitsaway to hang out with younger crowd. LYDIA enters the kitchen to help cook.
 * In the kitchen
 PHAUJ MAI: Hli Ntsa! Koj tuaj lawm los? Kuv zoo siab kwg tias koj tseemtuaj sib koj lub sijhawb tseem ceeb tshaj plawv tuaj pab peb thiab os.
 LYDIA: Tsis ua li cas Phauj. Nej xav kom kuv pab dabtsi os?
 PHAUJ MAI: Um...koj muab cov zaub kov mus ntxuav tod. Ib pliag peb yuav muabcov nqaij ntawd los tsis tov, yog li ntawv, ntxuav kom zoo zoo nawb. (Whydon’t you go and wash the veggies over there? We’re going to mix it laterwith some of the meat, so wash them well.)
 LYDIA: Uas li mas Phauj.
 LYDIA walks over to the sink, and starts to rinse the vegetables. She startsto cut the vegetables but is not very good at cutting.
 PHAUJ MAI: Me ntxhais ed, koj niam thiab koj txiv yuav zoo siab heev hais tiaskoj kuj txawj ua ib tug niam tsev lawm thiab. Txawm koj tseem tsis tau paub
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ntau thiab los, kuv mam li yog tus uas pab qhia koj os. Tsuas koj xav paubtxog peb Hmoob ces yeej zoo lawm mas. Koj yeej yuav kawm tau xwb.
 LYDIA: Yog los mas phauj. Kuv mam kawm kom ntau li kuv kawm ntau. Thaum ub kuvtsis yog ib tug ntxhais zoo, kuv tsis tau kawm ntau yam thaum kuv txiv tseemnyob tiamsis kuv xav pauv los ua ib tug ntxhais Hmoob zoo thiab kawm txog pebHmoob tej kab li kev cai.
 PHAUJ MAI: Zoo mas. Yog li koj puas paub tias thaum kuv tseem yog hluasnkauj, cov poj niam yog cov ua hauj lwm hauv vaj hauv tsev thiab ua mov nojxwb. Tiam sis mas, nej nyob loj hlob nyob rau Ameliskas. Nej muaj txoj hmookawm txuj kawm ntse. Tiamsis yus txawj ntse los, yus yuav tsum txawj uas nojuas hauv, tu vaj tu tsev, thiab paub coj zoo.
 LYDIA: Kuv paub lawm os Phauj. Ua tsaug uas koj pheej pab txhawj kuv, pabqhia kuv txhua ya, thiab los ua ib tug niam rau kuv thaum kuv niam tau ncaimkuv mus lawm. Kuv zoo siab hais tias kuv muaj koj nyob hauv kuv lub neej.
 PHAUJ MAI: Tsis ua li cas mes ntxhais Hli Ntsa. Kuv yeej hlub koj li koj yogkuv yug kiag lawm mas mes ntxhais es.
 LYDIA and PHAUJ MAI gives one another a cheesy smile and the scene continueswith them cooking
 * Curtains close
 Clear Out Stage
 12 >> LYDIA IS MARRIED. SHE AND BLAKE ARE DEPARTING TO LAOS/THAILAND AFTER AYEAR OF MARRIAGE. “ONE YEAR LATER” ← VOICEOVER
 Audio: Voice over> “One Year later: Lydia is married to Blake and are readyto depart to Thailand/Laos”
 Curtains Open
 * At the airport
 BLAKE: [broken Hmong] Um... Phauj Mai, wb yuav mus os.
 LYDIA: Koj saib koj tus kheej zoo mog. Peb ma hu tuaj rau koj thaum peb mustxog tebchawv thaiteb lawm.
 PHAUJ MAI: Aws...hnub no koj mus ua koj lub neej nrog Nplej lawm ces koj yuavtsum txawj ua niam tsev thiab sib hlub, sib hwm. Blake, you got love her andprotect her or I will hurt you.
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BLAKE: Yes, Aunty Mai. Kuv mas hlub Lydia li kuv hlub tau. Don’t worry!
 LYDIA: Phauj mai, kuv hlub koj os! Ua tsaug uas koj tseem pab xa wb mus os.Kuv zoo siab hais tias kuv tseem muaj koj qhia kuv txog peb hmoob cov kev cai.I am happy to have learned and appreciate my parents’ stories and struggles.Thank you for helping me through it all. I will miss you dearly.
 PHAUJ MAI: Neb kavtsij mus tsuag tsuag. Ib tsam neb mus tsis ncav neb lub davhlau.
 BLAKE: Wb mus lawm os. Take care of yourself, Pauj. [hugs]
 LYDIA: Aunty, take care. We’ll be back soon. [hugs]
 PHAUJ MAI exits stage
 BLAKE: You ready for this? Thailand, Laos  here we come!
 LYDIA: Yes! I’m so excited! Now I get the chance to experience my parents’lifestyle in the old days and learn more about my culture. Phauj Mai told me Ihave relatives from my dad’s side who still reside in Laos. I really hope wecan meet them. Here we go!
 Voiceover TXIV NCAIV NPLIAJ:Kuv tus me Hli Ntsa, thaum koj twm daim ntawv nov, koj txiv twb tsis muaj txojsia nyob lawm. Kuv paub hais tias thaum kuv tseem nrog koj nyob, kuv tau uasiab hnyav txog koj thiab Blake txoj kev hlub. Tiam sis, ua neeg nyob hauv lubntiaj teb nov, txawm yus yog Hmoob los tsis yog, tib neeg yeej muaj txoj kevsib hlub ib yam nkaus. Kuv pom txoj kev hlub uas Blake tau muab rau koj. Kuvyeej pom zoo hais tias nws yeej yuav hlub koj li nws hlub tau. Vim hais tiastxiv ntshais tsam txiv tus nxthais ntsib txoj kev txom nyem, txiv thiaj li tauhais tej lus tsis zoo. Txiv xav hais thov txim ua zaum kawg, nws mus ua yognws mus ua nws lub neej nrog Blake ces nws txiv yeej pom zoo.Txiv tsuas muaj lus li no xwb nawb mog, nyob ces, saib xyuas yus tus kheej.Thiab qhia Blake hais tias, I like like Packers.
 Li no xwb…
 Sau npe, koj txiv, Npliaj.
 Audio: “Tsev Neeg”* Guys singing group  ”Tsev Neeg” by Proto J
 MC Closing
 PA: What a happy everafter ending with Lydia and Blake traveling to Thailandand Laos to find Lydia’s relatives.
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SAM: Ua cas yuav ntxim hlub ua luaj li os. Lydia thiab Blake yuav mus saibLydia cov kwvtij puag nram tebchaws Lostsuas thiab Thaibteb.
 PA: This concludes the show and we would like to thank everyone for coming andsupporting HMSA. We all hope you enjoyed the show. As young Hmong Americans,we often receive criticism for not fully embracing our cultural identity. Thisyear’s HMSA board constructed a play that would positively portray the changesin our culture and embrace new and old values so that we as a community canlearn and grow together.
 SAM: Zaj yeebyam xaus li no lawm. Xyoo no, cov tub ntxhais tuav lub Koom HaumHMSA tsim tau zaj yeebyam no coj los ua tus qauv zoo, qhia txog peb Hmoob lubneej thiab yam uas hloov lawm zuj zus nrog rau peb tej kab lis kev uas pebtseem niaj hnub tuav cia, kom peb haiv Hmoob lub neej thiaj li yuav tawg pajtxi txiv mus tsis muaj hnub kawg.
 PA: We hope that each and every one of you takes something valuable from theshow. We will be calling up all the participants to bow, but please stay withus as we have the raffle prize drawings afterward. Let’s give a round ofapplause to the:
 SAM: Thov nej tsis txho rawm mus. Peb tseem yuav hu nej cov pib seb leej twgyuav tau ib co khoom peb yuav pub dawb. Tsis tas li ntawv thiab, thov npuajteg rau peb cov tub ntxhais hluas es ua zaj yeebyam rau peb saib hnub no.
 Background audio as bowing occurs: “Zaj Npau Suav” and “Niam thiab Txiv”
 MC’s Announce groups to come onto stage (3:10)
 1.Dance groups:Contemporary groupNew Year Dance GroupWater Dance Group
 2.Volunteers3.Stage Crew4.Fashion Show5.Singers6.Skit7.HMSA Board members8.And the A/V Tech
 (3:30) Raffle PrizesPA: Thank you everyone! Now it’s time to do the the raffle prize drawings. Ifeveryone could take out their tickets and be ready, we will begin the drawing.
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SAM:
 PA: First ticket winner is #:
 SAM:
 *MC’s choose a ticket from the bucket (read in Hmong and English), boardmembers or Bee present prize
 PRIZES:Budget $70 Total 11 itemsTea Garden Gift Card ($5)HMSA Tshirts (2)U of M Tshirts (3) ?Hmong Book A People’s History of the Hmong ($25)Hmong Necklace (2) ? ($10)Hmong Dolls (1 Pair)GRAND PRIZE: Bag of sticky rice ($2025)
 *Continue to read ticket numbers until the prizes are taken up*
 Emcees: Now for the grand prize. Everyone look under their chair. Whoever issitting in the chair that has the HMSA logo wins!!
 38

Page 39
						
						

Copyright 2011 HMSAThis script, Cov Lus Tseg Cia (The Words Left Behind), was collaborativelywritten by the 20112012 HMSA Board for the purpose of Heritage Day. This workshould not be redistributed or used in any way without the consent of theauthors.
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