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Christianity, Islam, and Judaism
 UNIVERSAL
 RELIGION
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Branch– a large division within a religion
 ISLAM
 SUNNI
 83%
 SHIITES
 16%
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Diffusion of Universalizing Religions
 * Which is the only universalizing religions still practiced at its hearth?
 ______________________________________________________________
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Islam 2nd largest religion 1.3 billion followers
 2 major branches:
 - Sunni (83%) * dominant branch
 - Shiite (17%)

Page 5
						
						

ISLAM – Basic Information UNIVERSAL RELIGION Ranked #2
 Monotheistic Belief in one God, Allah
 Distribution: Southwest Asia = Middle East (clustered) Northern Africa - India Bangladesh - Indonesia - Pakistan
 Branches: Sunni (dominant) & Shiite
 Central Figure:Muhammad (Prophet of Islam) from teachings
 Worship in: Mosque (not a sanctified place)
 Holy Cities: Mecca, Medina, Jerusalem
 Islam controlled the Holy Land since the 7th century Until the formation of Israel
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Diffusion of Islam
 Fig. 6-6: Islam diffused rapidly and widely from its area of origin in Arabia.
 It eventually stretched from southwest Asia to West Africa.
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ISLAM - History Abraham
 He was married to Sarah, who did not bear children
 Polygamy was a custom of the culture
 Hagar bore a son, Ishmael
 Sarah bore a son, Isaac
 Sarah had Abraham banish Hagar & Ishmael
 They wandered through the Arabian desert reaching Mecca
 Kaaba
 Built by Abraham & Ishmael Belief it was a black stone given to Abraham
 by Angel Gabriel as a sign of the covenant with Ishmael & the Muslim people
 Located in Mecca, Saudi Arabia
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ISLAM – History & Beliefs Muhammad, Prophet of Islam (b. 570)
 Muhammad was Allah’s last prophet
 Visited from Allah by Angel Gabriel
 Mecca was threatened by Muhammad
 Hijra
 Muhammad’s flight escape from Mecca to Medina “City of the Prophet”
 War between Mecca & Medina
 Medina won & Islam accepted in Mecca
 Kaaba = al-Ka’ba
 Stone building filled with idols prior to Muhammad Used as a religious shrine for centuries
 SACRED - Holiest site in Islam Part of the pillar of Islam visit in Mecca, Saudi Arabia
 Muhammad dies

Page 10
						
						

ISLAM – Who will lead the Muslims? CALIPH
 Muslim leader of the faith= successor after Muhammad
 DIVISION:
 Disagreement over succession/caliph to Muhammad 2 Branches in Islam
 SUNNI – caliph leader in Islam
 SHIITE – belief the caliph should be related to Muhammad
 Clustered in IRAN
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Minaret and Symbol
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Side of a Mosque
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CULTURAL LANDSCAPE
 MOSQUE
 Used as a space for community & seen as a place for worship
 NOT considered a sanctified place
 Found typically in larger cities
 Mosaic design followed Roman designs (arch & onion domes)
 Geometric shapes & Calligraphy (ornamentation)
 Organized around a central courtyard (open or closed)
 Pulpit at end of courtyard facing Makkah
 MINARET = tall tower where a muzzan (crier) summons people to worship = call for prayer
 Never - visual of Allah or idols
 http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/f/f2/Sultanahmet_Camii_2006.JPG
 http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/f/f2/Sultanahmet_Camii_2006.JPG
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Sacred Landscapes of Islam
 Dome of this mosque in Isfahan, Iran
 demonstrates the importance of geometric art
 evident in Muslim architecture.
 Muslim Mosques
 •NOT viewed as sanctified place
 •NOTE: No hierarchy in Islam
 Minaret
 (for call to prayer)stands on the Sabah State Mosque in Kota Kinabalu, Malaysia
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Mosques
 Mosque in Kiarong, Brunei
 Blue Mosque in Istanbul,
 Turkey
 Diffusion into Europe
 * large Mosque in Paris, France

Page 17
						
						


Page 18
						
						

Fasting from dawn to sunset during
 the month of Ramadan
 After ritual washing, Muslims face the holy city of Mecca
 There is no god but Allah, and
 Muhammad is the
 messenger of God (Allah)
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HAJJGoal of a Muslim to make the journey to Mecca & perform the
 rites during the pilgrimage season
 Visit the Kaaba at least once in their lives
 1.5 millions Muslims each year
 HAJJ
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The Hajj
 Pilgrims circle the holy Kaaba in the Grand Mosque in Mecca, Saudi Arabia during the Hajj.
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Mecca, Islam’s Holiest City
 Makkah (Mecca) is the holiest city in
 Islam and the site of
 pilgrimage for millions of
 Muslims each year. There
 are numerous holy sites in
 the city.
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JerusalemSacred place for Muslims
 Fig. 6-15: The Old City of Jerusalem contains holy sites for Judaism,
 Christianity, and Islam.
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The Temple Mount, JerusalemDome of the Rock – mosque adjacent to Western Wall
 - site where Muslims believe Muhammad arrived from Mecca
 & then ascended into heaven
 Temple Mount contains sites holy to both Jews and Muslims, including the
 Western Wall of the Second Temple, al-Aqsa Mosque, and the Dome of the
 Rock.
 NOTICE: The proximity of sacred sites to Jews & Muslims!!!!!!
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EgyptIsraelJerusalem
 Mecca Saudi Arabia
 Egypt
 Israel
 Jerusalem
 Mecca
 Saudi
 Arabia
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